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Abstract:

Hassan Al-Marwani’s Iragi poem Ana wa Layla (I and Layla) represents
a fertile ground for deconstructive analysis that transcends traditional readings and
unveils the multiplicity of semantic structures within the poetic text. The title itself
establishes the binary opposition of I/Layla, which opens onto a dialectical
relationship between the self and the other, where the boundaries between
presence and absence, center and margin, collapse. The self exists only through
the other that completes its meaning. This interplay reproduces the discursive
structure of the text as a continuous movement of deferral and semantic
displacement. In light of Jacques Derrida’s concept of différance, meaning remains
deferred and open to multiple references within an infinite linguistic chain, thereby
negating any fixed or complete signification. Consequently, the poem transforms into
an open textual space where texts, cultures, and meanings converge in an intricate
intertextual relationship. Moreover, the deconstructive approach demonstrates the
text’s autonomy from the poet’s intention, following the principle of the death of the

author, rendering reading a creative act that produces new meaning each time.

The value of the text extends beyond what is explicitly stated to encompass what
is silenced; gaps, silences, and margins reveal significations no less profound
than the overt language. In this sense, the poem liberates itself from the authority
of univocal meaning and opens onto infinite possibilities of interpretation, making
Ana wa Layla a renewable, vibrant text that affirms that meaning in poetry is not
a fixed given, but rather an open reading experience that renews itself with each

reader and each reading.
Keywords:

Deconstructive analysis — Ana wa Layla — Hassan Al-Marwani — Self and Other — Semantic

multiplicity — Death of the author — Intertextuality — Presence
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