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Abstract
Islamic studies were given great importance by Orientalists, and
among them was the British Orientalist William Montgomery Watt. He
tended to do justice to the Arab-Islamic civilization and presented
undeniable facts through his book “The Preference of Islam over Western
Civilization.” He was supported in this by a number of Orientalists who
believed that the West gained from The Arab-Islamic civilization is more
than just information Rather, they acquired the scientific mentality in all its
experimental and inductive nature, as they found in the Arab-lIslamic
culture their shadow, as the West benefited from the genius of many
Muslim scholars such as Al-Khwarizmi, Al-Biruni, Al-Razi, Ibn Sina, and
Jabir Ibn Hayyan in preparing a generation of doctors, mathematicians,
and astronomers And the chemists who contributed to the progress of
their country and supported the European Renaissance, which dispelled
the darkness of the Middle Ages, as it did not rise until they came into
contact with the Arab-lIslamic civilization through the movement of

translation and transmission from the Arabic language, through the outlets
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of the Levant, Sicily, southern Italy, and Andalusia.
Keywords: Orientalism, William Montgomery Watt, his book The Virtue of

Islam over Western Civilization, civilization, traditional and mental sciences
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