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The Issue of German Reparations and the American Position
1943-1960
Assist Lect. Huda Riyadh Abd Al Hamza Al-Khuzai
College of Applied Medical Sciences

Al-Muthanna University

Gmail hyda.riyadh@mu.edu.iq

Keywords: German reparations, Moscow Commission, American policy‘
Summary:

This research examines the United States' position on the issue of German
reparations for World War Il during the period 1943 - 1960, a period that witnessed
fundamental shifts in international politics with the end of World War Il and the
beginning of the Cold War. The research focuses on three main axes: The first axis
focuses on the negotiations that took place between the Allies regarding
determining the size and mechanism of reparations during the major conferences
(Yalta and Potsdam), and the resulting disagreements between the United States and
the Soviet Union. The second axis includes the demands of countries affected by the
war and Jewish organizations that demanded compensation for the victims of the
Holocaust and the economic devastation and human losses incurred as a result of
the war. The third axis examines the American position, which was characterized by
a gradual approach toward economic punishment. Towards a policy of
reconstruction in line with the shift in the American vision toward rebuilding Europe
and integrating West Germany into the Western order, the study concludes that the
American position on reparations was not static, but rather was influenced by
political, economic, and strategic considerations, and by the shift from a logic of

revenge to a logic of containment and countering Soviet influence in Europe.


mailto:huda.riyadh@mu.edu.iq

