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Abstract:

The study aims to provide a reading of the book “Cruelty and Silence - War, Tyranny, and
Uprising in the Arab World” by the Iraqi thinker and writer, “Kanaan Makiya,” and to trace the
formal transformation of oral narrations at the level of documentation To a historical narration of
what is considered a history of cruelty in the modern history of Iraq represented by the rule of the
Baath regime, a narration of cruelty that included the stories of a number of victims who were
subjected to torture as well as the genocides committed by the regime against the Iragi people, and
monitoring the international, Arab and international position on that, which Makiya characterized as
collective silence, which required in-depth reading from him An in-depth reading of the nature of
the Arab mind, Arab culture and its elites.

key words: Narrative of cruelty, Baath rule, Edward Said, The silence of the cultural
elites
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