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Summary:

This study explores the contribution of the German orientalist Adolf Grohmann to
documenting the history of the Yam tribe, one of the most prominent Arab tribes in
the southern Arabian Peninsula. The research analyzes his methodological approach
to local sources and oral traditions, comparing his findings with those found in both
classical and contemporary Arabic records.The study highlights Grohmann’s
significant role in reconstructing a clearer historical, social, and political portrait of
the tribe, while also addressing the issue of Orientalist bias that may have shaped his
intellectual and methodological framework. Furthermore, the paper underscores the
scholarly impact of Grohmann’s works in the field of tribal historiography, as his
research became a primary reference for both Western and Arab scholars. His
studies drew attention to the importance of tribal structures as a central factor in
understanding the evolution of Arab societies.The study concludes that, despite
some critical observations surrounding his work, Grohmann’s contribution
represents a qualitative addition to the historical study of Arab tribes. His research
on the Yam tribe exemplifies the intersection between Western methodologies and

the Arab historical tradition in writing history.
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