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Abstract:
Silas Dean was one of the most prominent diplomats of the Ammerican
Revolution, which led to the founding of the United States of Ameri-
ca, He was a member of the conmumittees of the First and Second Con-
tinental Congresses and the first official representative in France ac—
credited by the US Congressional Committee on Correspondence
for the Colonies. He worked diligently to send miilitary supplies,
Indispensable to the American forces in Saratoga; he assigned many
French officers, most notably the Marquis de Lafayette, de Kalbe, and
Steuben; he served as commissioner alongside Franklin and Arthur
Lee in negotiating treaties with France; he was unjustly smmmoned
for questioning on false charges, which he suffered for many years,
namely the accusation of embezzlement.
Public funds intended for the purchase of what the Continental
Army needed had led to his financial situation deteriorating into
poverty and misery despite his wealth, and he died yeaming for
X justice. Fifty years later, Congress acquitted him of embezzlement
charges, compensating his heirs with sums that amounted to nothing
compared to the services he rendered to his country or the money he
lost through his work, His life wasHis life was filled with critical events;
his career was turbulent, and his sullering was intense. He died in exile,
a tragic end to the career of one of the Revolutiois meost capable men.
Keywords: Silas Dean, biography, competence, American Revolution
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