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Summary:

This study demonstrates that the modernization of Ethiopia’s armed forces
(1953—1974) emerged from a hybrid pathway: post-liberation rebuilding combined
with external training and security agreements, alongside quantitative expansion
and a rising political consciousness within the ranks due to international
deployments and domestic crises. While the 1953 agreements delivered a more
professional and better-equipped army, the absence of a unified command, inter-
service and educational stratification, and widening social gaps gradually politicized
the institution. As operational burdens in Eritrea/Ogaden deepened and living
conditions deteriorated, the military moved to center stage in 1974 through the
Dreg, inaugurating a profound transformation of the state and civil—military

relations.
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