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Narrative and Marginality in Al-Jahiz’s Literature: A Reading of Leprosy,
Lameness, Blindness, and Squinting
Dr. Aziz Musa Aziz

College of Basic Education- Sumer University

™

Gmail 3zizmusa@uos.edu.iq

Keywords: narrative, margin, representation
Summary:

This research serves as an invitation for researchers to undertake a critical
narrative rereading of the literary heritage. The study sheds light on the major
themes in al-Jahiz’s book through a process of deconstructing the texts and their
underlying implications, attempting to uncover the voices that animate the text and
its narrative, which relies on the logic of sequential storytelling. The research also
seeks to reveal the marginalized identities from which the book’s title is derived,
examining whether they are portrayed as the author depicted them and exploring
their impact on others. The significance of this study arises from the fact that much
of what is mentioned in the book represents characters occupying a central position,
distanced from the margins and aligned with the narrative center; accordingly, the
title was chosen to be more dynamic in presenting and analyzing the texts, while
allowing sufficient freedom in approaching the accounts contained in the work and
in analyzing the linguistic codes embedded in the text’s structure. This necessitates a
focused framework that simultaneously exposes the dimensions of both the work
and the book under investigation. The study is structured around cultural concepts
that demonstrate considerable precision in critical practice and align with the main
objectives of the research, while the literary text’s capacity to absorb diverse
linguistic discourses, being a unit of coherent linguistic and textual contexts working
together toward an integrated project, which opens the door to a renewed rereading

of the heritage through a modern critical lens.
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