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Abstract 

      Touching all people without discrimination, sadness is a natural state that 

differs in its degrees.  Being an inner feeling, sadness can be attained by using 

certain words. Trying to make one's peace with it such expressions attempt to 

dull the pain in his life. The current study is confined to   explore the semantic 

properties of some words of sadness in Dickens' novel "Oliver Twist". It aims at 

investigating sadness form in Dickens' novel "Oliver Twist". It also identifies 

purposes behind some words of low spirit and specifies the most common ones. 

It is hypothesized that: 1-In Oliver Twist, there are several Markers of sadness 

that are made use of. 2- The use of one form in a specific situation is different 

from the use of the same one in another. 3-There is a positive nexus between 

sadness and other negative emotions such as pain and anger. The study 

conculudes that there is an association between childhood and sadness. In other 

words, children are more sensitive to bad events. 
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 ملخص البحث

       ٌْ يض، ٔ . ٔلأَّ شعٕس ْٕ حانت طبيعيت حخخهف دسجاحٓا ار يؤثش عهٗ جًيع انبشش دٌٔ حًيانحُضُ

ٔحقبهت كحانت  داخهي، يًكٍ صياغخّ باسخخذاو انفاظ يعيُت.  ٔفي سبيم انًحأنت نهخصانح يع انحضٌ

ٔاقعيت، ححأل ْزِ انًطهحاث حخفيف الأنى انٗ حذ يا. ٔحكشط انذساست انحانيت اسخكشاف انخصائص 

حٓذف إنٗ دساست اشكال انحضٌ في ٔ انذلانيت نبعط كهًاث انحضٌ في سٔايت ديكُض "أٔنيفش حٕيسج". 

انشٔايت انًزكٕسة اَفا. كًا ححذد غاياث اسخخذاو بعط انكهًاث راث انشٔح انًعُٕيت انًُخفضت، ٔححذد 

يخخهف  -2في سٔايت "أٔنيفش حٕيسج"، حسُخخذو عذة اشكال يٍ انحضٌ.  -1أكثشْا شيٕعًا. يفُخشض أٌ: 

ٔجٕد علاقت  -3عيٍ عٍ اسخخذايّ في يٕقف آخش. اسخخذاو انًطهح انٕاحذ نهحضٌ ٔاحذ في يٕقف ي

ٌْ ٔانًشاعش الاَفعانيت الأخشٖ يثم انغضب ٔالأنى ٔخهصج انذساست انٗ اٌ  .ٔغيشْا طشديت بيٍ انحُضُ

يٍ  نلاحباط ٔالاحذاد انًحضَت، الأطفال أكثش حساسيت ٔ بعباسة اخشٖانطفٕنت ٔانحضٌ. حلاصو بيٍ  ءَشٕ

 .غيشْى

 انطفٕنت. : انحضٌ، أٔنيفش حٕيسج، احيةلكلمات المفحا

1. Introduction  

1.1 The Notion of Sadness  

             Kövecses (1990:35) states that "sadness is a lack of power, inferiority".  

Shirai1and Suzuk (2017:1) mention that this state is an inherited feeling in one's 

spirit.  

        Lauwerijssen (2008:3) agrees with Shirai1and Suzuk (2017) saying that 

sadness is "a transient, normal emotion". 
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      To be a part of human's life, Gu et al. (2019:1) defines  sadness as ' one of 

basic emotions of human feeling". 

      Having multifarious dimensions, Diessner and Solom (2005:13-4) Define 

sadness as  

      "The opposite of happiness. it comes from loss, or expected loss, of a love 

object; and that loss is under circumstances in which the person feels they do not 

have the power or ability to regain the lost love object. Without love for an 

„object,‟ loss of the object will not elicit sadness. Physically, it is the loss of 

material objects or loss of anticipated sensory pleasures. Socially, sadness 

results from the loss of human love or a human love object, such as through the 

death of a loved one. But sadness also is the result of lovers or friends 

withdrawing their affection, or removing their selves (through moving away 

geographically); or from social groups (or institutions) removing their respect or 

admiration from one." 

 

1.2 Sadness as an Emotional State  

     According to Sandström (2006:13) emotions are classifies as follows:   

 

Emotions 

 

 

SADNESS  ANGER DISGUST FEAR HAPPINESS LOVE 

         Despair            Annoyed        Abhorrence     Agoraphobia         bliss           

adore 

         Desperation      Bile                 Hatred            Alarm                    bonus

        carving 

         Dissatisfaction   Bitterness      Antagonism    Anxiety          

cheerfulness    crush         

         Distress              Displeasure    Dislike         Claustrophobia   delight      

infatuation 

         Gloominess       Impatience     Contempt       Dread ecstasy          

longing 

         Grief                  Indignation    Aversion         Fright felicity           

lust 

         Guilt                   Irritation      Abomination   Homophobia  glee               

need 

         Heartache          Rage              Detestation       Horror         indulgence    

temptation 

         Lamentation      Resentment   Hostility           Panic mirth            

worship 

         Mourn                Spleen           Repugnance     Scare            pleasure       

yearning 

          Regret               Vexation       Repulsion        Terror    rapture        

http://thesaurus.superglossary.com/other_words_for_Dislike.html
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caprice 

                                     Wrath                              Xenophobia        rejoicing       

cherish 

                                                                               Worry         treat         

Levels of emotions (Adopted from Sandström, 2006:13) 

 

1.3 Metaphorical Use of Sadness  

      Figuratively, Esenova (2011:93) depicts metaphorical sadness as follows:  

 

1- SADNESS IS BLUE:  

She looks blue today. 

 

2- SADNESS IS DARK:  

She is in a dark mood. 

3- SADNESS IS DOWN: 

“He brought me down with his remarks”, 

 

4- SADNESS IS FLUID IN A CONTAINER: 

There was sadness in Alina's eyes”. 

 

5- BEING SAD IS BEING LACK OF HEAT: 

“Loosing his father put his fire out”. 

 

 

      In addition, Fussell and K. (1998:7) state a number of metrphorical items for 

autobiographical experiences of sadness which are as follows: 

a- As if a small piece of a puzzle were missing and you can't find it anywhere. 

b- Like I had lost a part of myself. 

c- I had a hole in my heart. 

d- I fall again into my frozen heart. 

e-Like there's a black hole sucking in all my feelings and emotions.  

f- I ached inside. 

g- Everything was dark and destroyed. 

h- Like I was drowning and there was nothing I could do about it. 

i- As if I had a lead block in my chest. 

 

2. Analysis of Words of Sadness in “Oliver Twist”  

Text-1-  

- Every man who has watched these melancholy shades of life, must know it to 

be so. 



 

363 

 

  

      Focusing on the darkest corners of life, the drums of sadness resounds.  The 

word melancholy signifies feeling sad severely.  This item has been uses so as 

to portray harsh realities of poverty and crime, and accepting life as it is without 

objections and being calm. One should face his fate as it is; otherwise it will be 

overwhelming.      

 

 

Text-2-  

- For a long time after it was ushered into this world of sorrow and trouble.  

 

      Being worthless and meaningless, the author considers life as being 

unfriendly. The word sorrow mirrors a personal experience and it lasts for a long 

time. It is also matched with past events.  Here, the author describes Oliver's 

fragile state from the very beginning. He is an innocent child whom lives in a 

very cruelly world, it is awful.  

 

Text-3-  

- Oliver was then led away by Mr. Bumble from the wretched home where one 

kind word or look had never lighted the gloom of his infant years. And yet he 

burst into an agony 

 

       Spiritually, to be orphan is something painful. Losing one's parents leaves a 

gap that cannot be filled. gloominess and agony are hurtful feelings which are 

brought by thoughts of grief.  Oliver's childish grief embodies the meanness of 

that time. He is shuffling from bad to worse.   

  

Text-4-  

A sense of his loneliness in the great wide world, sank into the child's heart for 

the first time.  

 

     In a climate controlled by obvious reluctance and suspense, the word sank 

implies that one has been injured more deeply than he can say. Oliver is, taken 

for the unknown future. The word sank implies that one has been injured more 

deeply than he can say. Oliver's felling of loneliness is unbearable. 

     Oliver nostalgic emotion for his past becomes illusion. He is going round in 

circle. He has reached the point of no return.   

 

Text-5-  

Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery. 

     

     Living in a constant pain, the word desperate suggests having no hope. 

Besides, misery is a hurtful feeling that is caused by some external conditions, 



 

361 

 

like: poverty, injustice, bereavement… etc. Oliver here feels disturbance in his 

mood as a result of losing pleasure, being unappreciated and unsupported.       

 

Text-6-  

He had run after the boy because he had saw him running away; and expressing 

his hope that, if the magistrate should believe him, 

 

     With searching eyes and longing heart, the word hope is a flicker of light in 

the midst of sadness. It is also an expectation which is accompanied by its 

achievement.  Mr. Brownlow is the one and only one whom believes in Oliver's 

integrity and innocence. He shares the child's suffering and sympathizing with 

him Perceiving that he is going through a rough patch and stuffy life. 

 

Conclusions 

1-In the light of the data selected, it is concluded that there are various devices 

used to explicate living in an extreme sadness. 

2- It is founded that the sadness can be shared using some hymns of appeals 

which manifest active and innocent characters  whom are able to endure every 

kind of hardship. 

3- Despite of all pessimistic in life, difficulties of life filter people and 

strengthen them. 

 4- Use various words of sadness are mutually reinforce each other. 

    

5- It is inferred that there is an association between childhood and sadness. In 

other words, children are more sensitive to bad events. 

 

 6- Markers of low spirit can made one more humane, lenient and liable to 

change vividly . 

 

7- Euphemistically, words of sadness are used to soothe some harmful deeds, for 

example:  poverty, depression, orphan hood, injustice etc. 
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