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The study primarily aimns to identify the level of political aware—
ness among Iraqi citizens by examining their knowledge, atti-
tudes, and political practices, and their awareness of their role in
the democratic process. It also aims to understand citizens: atti—
tudes toward the electoral process—that is, to understand the rea—
sons that drive some to participate and others to refuse or bov-
cott—and to identify the factors influencing these attitudes and
awareness, such as social, cultural, media, and previous political
experiences. Among the most important findings of the study are
that participation or abstention in the 2025 Iraqi elections results
from a complex interaction between motives of belonging, trust,
and hope for change on the one hand, and inhibiting factors such
as loss of trust, corruption, weak government performance, and
security concerns on the other. Trust in political institutions and
the clectoral system plays a pivotal role in motivating citizens to
participate. Those who believe that elections are transparent and
their votes are fairly counted are more willing to engage in the
democratic process. Social and political athiliation constitutes a
powerful incentive for participation, motivating citizens to vote
and support candidates or parties that reflect the interests and val-
ues of their community,
Keywords politicalawareness, elections, participation acceptance,
rejection.
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