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Abstract

This study addresses the question of the Sanjak of Alexandretta as one of
the most significant issues in the political history of Syria during the
French Mandate and its aftermath. It focuses on the general conditions in
the Sanjak prior to the Ankara Agreement of 1921, under which the
French Mandate relinquished several northern Syrian cities to Turkey
while granting Alexandretta a special administrative status. The research
further examines the situation of the Arab population under this special
system and explores the dimensions of the issue within the League of
Nations. In addition, it analyzes the stages leading to the annexation of
the Sanjak by Turkey through the first and second elections, culminating
in the formal declaration of annexation. The study also highlights the Arab
and international responses to these developments and concludes by
addressing the policies of successive Turkish governments toward the
Arab inhabitants of the Sanjak, emphasizing their impact on questions of

identity and national affiliation. By adopting an analytical approach, the
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research seeks to provide a comprehensive understanding of the issue
and to underscore its significance in the trajectory of Arab—Turkish

relations throughout the twentieth century.
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