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Al-Farra’s Grammatical Views in Ibn al-Anbari’s (d. 577 AH) “Al-Insaf fi
Masa’il al-Khilaf”
A. L. Amal Kadhim Jawad
Dhat al-Sawari Intermediate School for Girls
Abstract

Grammatical disagreement represents a tributary of the development of
Arabic grammatical studies, a feature of its vitality, and a revelation of the
capacity of Arabic grammatical thought for interpretation, argumentation, and
expansion in finding the original rules upon which Arabic speech is built. Arab
scholars have followed this grammatical feature in their works, recording the
points of disagreement, their interpretations, and the arguments they rely upon
to prove them. Among these books that dealt with points of disagreement
between the two grammatical schools, the Basran and the Kufan, is “Al-Insaf fi
Masa’il al-Khilaf bayna al-Nahwiyyin: al-Basriyyin, al-Kufiyyin” by Abu al-
Barakat Kamal al-Din ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Sa’id al-Anbari (d. 577 AH). Al-
Anbari diligently pursued these issues, their interpretations, and the arguments
of both sides. Among the opinions of grammarians on controversial issues that
have been documented are those of al-Farra' Yahya ibn Ziyad al-Kufi (d. 207
AH). Al-Anbari was meticulous in stating the transmitted opinion and
attributing it to its source. Therefore, this research examines al-Farra's opinions
as presented in this book, employing a descriptive methodology. The collected
material is divided into three sections: the first section includes opinions that al-
Anbari transmitted from al-Farra’ in support of the Kufan view; the second
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section includes opinions that al-Anbari transmitted from al-Farra' in support of
the Basran view; and the third section includes opinions that al-Anbari
transmitted from al-Farra' according to his own specific criteria.

Keywords: al-Farra', grammar, Kitab al-Insaf, Ibn al-Anbari

Linguistic disagreement represents one of the tributaries of the development
of Arabic grammar studies, a feature reflecting its vitality, and revealing the
capability of Arabic grammatical thought for interpretation, argumentation, and
the expansion in establishing the fundamental rules upon which Arabic speech
Is built. Arabic scholars have traced this grammatical aspect in their writings,
recording their differing opinions, interpretations, and the arguments they rely
on to support them. Among the books that address the issues of disagreement
between the two grammatical schools—the Basran and the Kufi—is the book
titled "Al-Insaf fi Masail al-Khilaf Bayn al-Nuhiyyin: Al-Basriyyin wal-
Kufiyyin" by Abu al-Barakat Kamal al-Din ibn Muhammad ibn Abu Said al-
Anbari (d. 577 AH). Al-Anbari diligently pursued these issues, their
interpretations, and the arguments of both sides.Among the recorded opinions of
grammatical scholars on controversial issues is the viewpoint of Al-Farra’
(Yahya ibn Ziyad al-Kufi, d. 207 AH). Al-Anbari was keen to clearly state the
transmitted opinions and attribute them to their authors. Therefore, this research
records Al-Farra's opinions mentioned in this book, following a descriptive
methodology. The observed material is divided into three sections: the first
section contains the opinions that Al-Anbari transmitted from Al-Farra to
support the Kufi perspective, the second section
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