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Responsibility arising from violations of international humanitarian law
Dr. Riyadh Abdul-Amir Alam
Uruk Private University - College of Law

Abstract

International humanitarian law is based on a set of principles that represent the
general rules governing the conduct of parties to armed conflicts. Therefore,
when these principles are violated, responsibility arises, whether civil
responsibility, which obligates the state to provide compensation for damages, or
criminal responsibility, which arises from crimes committed in the name of the
state by individuals acting in their official capacity, not in atheir personal
capacity. Responsibility may not be limited to states alone; it may also extend to
international organizations as subjects of public international law .The four
Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their Additional Protocols of 1977 constitute
the legal basis for responsibility under international humanitarian law. These
conventions clearly stipulate that an individual's official capacity does not
exempt them from punishment, nor does it constitute a mitigating factor.
Similarly, carrying out orders does not exempt a person from criminal
responsibility, although it does constitute a mitigating factor.

Keywords: Responsibility, Compensation, Reparation, Exemption from
Responsibility
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