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Problems of jurisdiction in administrative decentralization between the
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Summary:

This study examines jurisdictional challenges in Iraq’s administrative
decentralization-between problem and solution—highlighting the gap between
constitutional/legal texts and post-2005 practice. It employs a descriptive—analytical
approach, supported by legal-comparative analysis and institutional/financial
examination of decision chains and local funding flows. Findings reveal overlapping
competences and weak accountability, uneven and partial fiscal autonomy across
provinces, and simultaneous transfer of powers without adequate human capacity
or robust governance systems. The study proposes a unified legislative—regulatory
framework of competences with a binding dispute-resolution mechanism; a phased
devolution program based on readiness indicators and capacity building; and a
transparent financing formula backed by an equalization fund and independent
auditing. It concludes that making decentralization effective requires aligning local
autonomy with federal coordination to safeguard policy unity and improve service

quality and balanced development.



