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The Phenomenon of Child Labor in Al-Shatra District (A Study in Social

Geography)
Dr. Ahmed Ali Ahmed Mashhad Al-Tamimi
ahmed.ali@uso.edu.iq
College of Basic Education/University of Sumer
Abstract:

Child labor remains one of the most significant challenges facing development
and human rights efforts globally and locally. Despite international laws, which
Irag has ratified, prohibiting the employment of children under the age of fifteen
and banning their work in hazardous jobs before the age of eighteen, there is still
an urgent need to raise awareness about child labor in Iraq and the specific study
area. The study reveals that the majority of child labor in the study area is
concentrated in Al-Shatra district, where it accounts for 50% of cases. In
contrast, labor is less common in Al-Gharaf sub-district, which holds the
second-highest rate at 36.5%. Additionally, the research shows that child labor is
more prevalent in markets and commercial shops, with a rate of 54%, compared
to other fields and locations where it is at 7.6%. This is attributed to the ease of
work and higher financial returns in markets, with less effort required compared
to other areas. The study also highlights the low educational levels of the
children's parents, with a higher percentage of illiterate mothers compared to
fathers, where illiterate fathers make up 33.3% of the sample. The research
further indicates increased school dropout rates due to unstable family
environments and the low living standards of these families.
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