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Abstract:

The current study aimed to identify the reasons behind the reluctance
of students at the Open Educational College to enroll in scientific
departments. To achieve the research objectivec a questionnaire was
prepared to investigate these reasons. The final version of the
guestionnaire consisted of 20 items: after verifying its validity and
reliability. The questionnaire was administered to a randomly selected
sample of 282 students from the humanities departments at the Open
Educational College in Kirkuk Governorate.

The results showed that the main reasons for students' reluctance to
study in scientific departments—those that scored higher than the
hypothetical average—were: the high effort required in scientific
the dryness and lack of ¢ the difficulty of the curriculacdepartments
and the « the difficulty of exam questions.appeal of scientific subjects
fear of academic failure.

including:<The research concluded with several recommendations
Developing the curricula to make them less difficult and more .
engaging for students.

Enhancing educational counseling and emphasizing the role of .
academic advisors in guiding students toward departments that align
and scientific inclinations—especially ¢ interestscwith their abilities
scientific departments—while working to reduce their fear of difficulty.
This can be achieved through the development of targeted guidance
programs to address this issue.

including:« the study proposed several suggestions.Additionally
Conducting a study to identify the reasons behind the reluctance of

secondary school students to enroll in scientific fields.
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« Carrying out a comparative study to determine whether male or female
students are more reluctant to choose scientific departments.
Keywords: Student Reluctance. Student Attitudes. Choice of Major.
Academic Difficultiesc Academic Achievement: Open Educational
College.
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