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Summary:

The significance of the pre-Islamic environment in shaping the meaning of the
art of proverbs lies in the fact that it served as the very framework within which
these proverbs were born. They thus mirrored the manifestations of a harsh life,
tribal values, and social conflicts that the Arabs experienced in the desert. The Arabs
crafted their proverbs in response to their daily experiences, giving the language of
the proverb a concise yet forceful character, drawn from the scenes of their
environment—such as camels, stars, rocks, and the desert itself. This imparted to
them a semantic depth that expressed wisdom, experience, and ethical standards
deeply rooted in their reality. Such proverbs revealed harmony and attunement with
the non-human in their prose experiences, founded on an intuitive sense of the
interconnectedness and unity of the cosmos. Consequently, their proverbs acquired
a literary dimension infused with environmental imagination; hence, a pre-Islamic
proverb cannot be fully understood except through a proper understanding of the

environment that produced it.
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