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Imam Hussein in the Realm of Andalusian Poetry (Safwan Ibn Idris al-
Andalusi as a Model) (598-560AH): A Descriptive and Analytical
Perspective
Assistant Professor Dr. Hakim Jassim Abdullah
University of Wasit / College of Arts / Department of Arabic Language
hakimgassim@gmail.com
Poets throughout history and across different schools of thought have found in
the character of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) inspiration that stirs their
poetic sensibilities, moves their emotions, and captivates their hearts. How could
it be otherwise, given that he established for humanity the path of martyrdom,
sacrifice for the sake of truth, and refusal to submit to oppressors? Some
Andalusian poets ventured into this vast field, exploring the noble character of
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), tracing his lofty virtues, and praising his
noble stances. Among these poets was Safwan ibn Idris al-Andalusi. Safwan's
poetry clearly and powerfully expresses loyalty to the Ahlul-Bayt (peace be
upon them) and disavowal of their enemies. He views Imam Hussein (peace be
upon him) as a source of knowledge, wisdom, and a perfect example,
embodying profound love and loyalty to the Ahlul-Bayt (peace be upon them).
This loyalty extends to Imam Ali (peace be upon him). In some of his poems,
Safwan employed everything that could express his lament for Imam Hussein
(peace be upon him), and through this employment he was able to describe parts
of that tragedy and its effect on souls, and to describe the state of the family of

the Prophet, and what happened to them in Karbala.
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