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The dangers of the movement of Musawir ibn Abd al-Hamid al-Shari to the
Abbasid state (252-263 AH/866-876 AD)
Researcher: Dr. Jumaa Abdullah Yassin
Abstract

The prosperity that the Abbasid Caliphate experienced, and what is known about
its golden ages and long life, reflects to the reader that it was living in a stage of
prosperity without being afflicted by pains or diseases, but the true observer sees
otherwise, for that long life of the Abbasid state was not only a prosperous life,
but it was mixed with what disturbed its serenity The Masawir movement was a
powerful movement with a personal motive, perhaps even a defense of honor.
However, it took a different turn, its ambitions and dreams expanding until it
sought the caliphate. Indeed, Masawir, the movement's leader, managed to
gather supporters and followers around him, appealing to some and sharing his
beliefs, thus enabling him to lead them He led easily and was able to rebel
against the Abbasid Caliphate, standing up to it more than once and achieving
victory after victory. Musawir al-Shari also seized parts of the Caliphate’s land,
thus hindering the arrival of funds to the Caliph, who could no longer pay the
soldiers’ salaries. The Caliphate sent its best commanders to fight Musawir,
including Wasif, Baykbak, and al-Hasan ibn Ayyub. However, Musawir was
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able to expel them and achieve victory over them, which caused real and clear
confusion for the Abbasid Caliphate, which became completely unable to pay
the soldiers’ salaries. Because of the strength of this movement, it was not
eliminated in a short time, but rather it extended for a whole decade, so much so
that it lasted for more than one Abbasid Caliph. The death of Musawir was the
real end of this movement, as it seems that he did not prepare anyone to succeed
him in this matter.

Keywords: Movement, Caliph, Masawir, money, motives, Hawthara,
confrontation, army, Kharijites
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