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The Role of the Local Community in Providing Psychological and
Health Care for Children: Field popular quarters in Al- Diwaniyah
City
Barakat Karim Hashim
Dr. Shatha Najah Balash
Al-Qadisiyah University/ College of Arts.

Abstract

Child health care is considered one of the most important bases of
human development as it provides the basis to deliver a healthy
generation capable to participate effectively in society. In light of the
significant importance of the role played by the local community in
supporting health services, the purpose of this study was to evaluate the
local community role in the provision of healthcare for children in the city
of Al-Diwaniyah while examining the supporting and hindering factors to
this role. A descriptive—analytical study design was utilized by
distributing a questionnaire to a sample of parents, healthcare workers
and representatives of civil society organizations, along with conducting
key in—depth interviews to provide a qualitative measure to the
guantitative findings.

The data was analyzed using appropriate statistical data analyses.
The findings of the study indicated that the local community role in child
health care ranked between moderate and weak, but with some positive
aspects including health awareness campaigns, voluntary community
activities, and to a limited extent, some involvement of civil society
organizations. Conversely, the major barriers included insufficient
program funding, lack of coordination among the relevant stakeholders,
and limited expertise of community stakeholders in the health sector.
Finally, the survey of the local community indicated that any community

stakeholder was a potential resource for children's health care.
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The study concluded that the local community can become an important
resource in the local child health system, with the right environmental
and resource support. The study recommended, therefore, strengthening
partnerships between health systems and community-based
organizations, strengthening health education programs, developing
adaptive sustainable funding mechanisms, and empowering and
exploring educating volunteers in the area of child health.
Keywords:role, local community ,Psychological and Health care
word,children, popular quarters.
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12.Helga Bjorngy (2017), Child Health and the Care of Very Young
Children in Bolivia, Colombia, and Peru.
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