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| NATO members

borders closest
to Russia

Source: Ruby Mellen & Dylan Moriarty & Jdlia Ledur, Four maps explain how Sweden and Finland alter NATO's
security, The Washington Post, Washington DC, 2024. on next URL:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/07/11/nato-sweden-finland-maps/
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THE DISPOSITION OF RUSSIA'S IADS
IN THE ARCTIC

North Pole

SAM's Range

Source: Sidharth Kaushal and others, the balance of power between Russia and NATO in the Arctic and High North,
Royal United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies, London, 2024, p74.
BEU JLel B S 10 12, 3 8(4) 1) By

RUSSIA'S EARLY WARNING RADAR NETWORK ||| Sl S

IN THE HIGH NORTH ﬂ:‘\ '

S{wl‘v

Source: Sidharth Kaushal and others, the balance of power between Russia and NATO in the Arctic and High North,
Royal United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies, London, 2024, p77.
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SUBMARINE BASES OF THE
NORTHERN FLEET

Poter Circle

Source: Sidharth Kaushal and others, the balance of power between Russia and NATO in the Arctic and High North,

Royal United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies, London, 2024, p17.
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| RUSSIA’'S NETWORK OF AIR AND GROUND
BASED SEA DENIAL ASSETS IN THE HIGH NORTH ]

AN

Paolar Circle

Source: Sidharth Kaushal and others, the balance of power between Russia and NATO in the Arctic and High North,

Royal United Services Institute for Defense and Security Studies, London, 2024, p53.
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e B Y
Extended @Qotinental Shelf
—— T et

- U.s. Ecs
S US. Maritime Limits
& Boundaries

Source: US Department of State, the U.S. ECS: U.S. Extended Continental Shelf, Washington DC, 2025. on next URL:
https://2021-2025.state.gov/the-us-ecs/
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O Disputed area

——— Norway's preferred
maritinee bhorcker

—=—=— Russia’s preferred
maritinve border

Source: UNEP

Source: Arctic Forum Foundation, delimitation agreement: a new era in the Barents Sea and the Arctic?, Brussels, on
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Source: Christine Karigord, the EU must realise that Norway decides over Svalbard waters, High north News paper-

High North Center- Nord University, Bodo, 2017. on next URL: https://www.highnorthnews.com/en/eu-must-realise-

norway-decides-over-svalbard-waters
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Source: Josh Caldon, why the US is losing the race for the Arctic and what to do about it, Center for International

Maritime Security, Maryland, 2023. on next URL: https://cimsec.org/why-the-us-is-losing-the-race-for-the-arctic-and-

what-to-do-about-it/
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Russia’s GDP — evolution from 2018 to 2023

(base 100 in 2018)

Source: Council of the European Union, impact of sanctions on the Russian economy, Brussels, 2023.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/impact-sanctions-russian-economy/#0
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Russia’s monthly revenues from oil exports (in billion

$)

Source: Council of the European Union, impact of sanctions on the Russian economy, Brussels, 2023.
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Summary:

The Russian Federation faces a security threat in its Arctic regions due to
melting ice. The increasing melting of ice has security implications for Russia, which
for centuries has relied on thick, permanent sea ice to create a natural barrier along
its northern coast. This barrier is diminishing, forcing Russia to reconsider how it
controls its vast northern borders for strategic and economic purposes. The
continued melting of ice and its transformation into water will leave Russia exposed
to its NATO adversaries. NATO warships and submarines can reach the Russian
Arctic coast, thus threatening Russian national security. Furthermore, NATO controls
the waterways upon which Russia depends for communication with the outside
world (the Turkish Bosphorus and Dardanelles straits, and the Danish Kiel Canal).
Consequently, the Russian Black Sea and Baltic Sea fleets will face significant
difficulties in reaching the Arctic. Moreover, NATO effectively encircles Russia
through the Arctic, as the Arctic states are members of the alliance. The Arctic region
offers significant economic opportunities for the countries bordering it, particularly
the Russian Federation. These opportunities are defined by two main points: (1)
Natural resources: crude oil, natural gas, fisheries, and important minerals used in
advanced industries ranging from mobile phones to aircraft and military equipment.
(2) The region's potential as a shipping route connecting three continents—North

America, Asia, and Europe—making it a competitor or alternative to the Suez Canal
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and the Strait of Malacca, thus altering the global maritime map in the future. The
success of these opportunities hinges on Russia's cooperation with the West to
leverage its technological capabilities in extracting natural resources from the
Russian Arctic and selling them to consumer markets via the Northern Sea Route.
However, the potential for success has been significantly diminished by the
economic sanctions imposed by the West on Russia following its invasion of
Ukraine. The West aims to reduce revenues from the energy sector as a means of

pressuring the Kremlin to halt its military operations in Ukraine.



