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Abstract:

The Speech Act Theory becomes the main pillar that sheds light
on linguistic action, and from which emerged the pragmatic
principles whose research scope expands . Pragmatists
emphasized the power of speech acts and the resulting
commitment to action, change in attitude, and influence
on emotions. They asserted that a speech act possesses a
performative force that generates a retroactive effect on the
recipient, making it more than merely a descriptive act or
abstract linguistic utterance.

This research focuses on some sayings of Imam Ali Al-Hadi (peace
be upon him) that the study identifies as having illocutionary
force. The work concentrates on the essence of the utterance—
the speech that motivates the recipient to perform a certain
action. The word serves an illocutionary functional purpose

within specific contextual conditions and rhetorical situations.



0V 3% Tasleem Journal (36) ?&@‘59"@‘;\3(’uy‘gj‘ﬁtﬂ;g}‘ﬁ:};};&ﬁ&‘gzgg%‘ J;é“ j.?/i

The analysis particularly addresses declarative sentences observed
to depart from the meaning of mere reporting and informing,
instead conveying implicit meanings that urge the recipient to
act upon them, and performative sentences and their imperative
forms conveyed specific performative meanings, after Arab
rhetoricians emphasized the performative role of the declarative
and imperative styles, as they are the clearest counterpart to the
Speech Act Theory.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Speech Act, Implicit Meanings, Context,

Declarative and Performative.
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