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The Semiotics of Passions in the Novels of Betool Khedairi: A Study of A
Sky So Close and Absent as a Model
Dr. Zainab Mohammed Aboud Jassim
General Directorate of Education in Babylon

Ministry of Education
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Gmail Zainab19mohammed.a@gmail.com

Keywords: Semiotics of Passions, Feminist Criticism, Female Body.
Summary:

This study explores the impact of passions and their structures on
contemporary lIragi narrative discourse. Taking the works of novelist Batool Al-
Hudhairi as a field of study, focusing on the novels (How Close Is Heaven's
Daughter) and (Absent), the study seeks to deconstruct the semantic systems that
organize human emotions, transforming them from raw emotional experiences into
semiotic structures susceptible to analysis. The study proceeds from a central
hypothesis: Al-Hudhairi presents passions not as mere psychological reflections, but
rather as integrated economies that produce and shape the self within a troubled
historical and social context.

To achieve this, the study relies on an integrative methodological
framework that utilizes the semiotic tools of passions as developed by the Paris
School (Greimas and Fontanet), which views passion as a tense structure possessing
its own qualities and logic. It draws on trauma theory (Kai Carrot) to understand the
mechanisms of troubled memory, and feminist criticism to reveal the manifestations
of the female body as an arena for writing and resistance. The analysis revealed the
presence of two distinct identity plans: the first is “dynamic” in (How Close the Sky
Seemed), where the self is in a state of tension, conflict, and resistance, and its
passions (such as fear and repressed love) still possess kinetic energy. The second is
“entropic” (collapse) in the novel (Absent), where passions move toward extinction,
fading, and absence, and the self is transformed into a state of objectification and
emotional numbness. The research concludes that this shift in the economy of
passion reflects the path of the Iragi self from conflict with trauma to the inability to

represent it, which represents a collapse in the structure of meaning itself
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