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Abstract

Literature is a product of civilization, whether it appears in a poem, short story,
play, or novel. It is a complex blend of thought, philosophy, reality, and
imagination. A prime example is the encounter between Holderlin and Hegel
through a series of cumulative dualities that addressed homeland, death, destiny,
place, and time. These dualities, in effect, formed a mirror to life, reflected in
the form of literature embodied within poems. The most prominent example in
this context is that of the philosopher, novelist, playwright, and political writer
Jean-Paul Sartre. Therefore, this research brings together thought, philosophy,
and literature, all of which inevitably influence the critical tools employed by
the critic. Among these tools is secularism, an idea that originated in the
Western world as a means of liberation from the Church's absolute control over
people’s lives, thoughts, and destinies. This control cast a long shadow over
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literary and intellectual life and the creative output of that era, until the idea of
secularism emerged to end that era. This idea then spread to the Arab world and
began to be used as a term of modernity and postmodernity, but its application
remained narrow, confined to the political sphere of separating religion from the
state. This continued until the thinker and critic Abdel Wahab EI-Messiri
explained and broadened the term, using it as a unique critical tool distinct from
its use in "secular criticism." Another key area of research is the issue of women
and gender, given that women are a significant element of world literature in
general, and Arabic literature in particular, dating back to the pre-Islamic era
and even earlier. This research blends thought and philosophy to explore the
influence of all these elements on literature and the field of literary criticism and
its tools.

Keywords: Secularism, Women, El-Messiri
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