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Digital Reading Without a Compass: A Study of the Effectiveness
of Educational and Religious Guidance in Setting Paths Literacy in
the Digital Environment

Asst. Dr. Ibtisam Sabri Younis

University of Wasit/ College of Arts/Department of Sociology

Specialization: Human Development

Abstract

In recent decades, the world has witnessed a profound
transformation in reading patterns due to the digital revolution. Digital
reading has become the primary mode of accessing knowledge and
information, particularly among youth 3 While this transformation offers
unprecedented opportunities to access vast amounts of content, it also
brings forth serious intellectual and cultural challenges—chief among
them the rise of superficial and fragmented reading behaviors, These
patterns often lack critical depth and cognitive guidance, leading to
distorted knowledge acquisition and undermining the development of
coherent intellectual and moral identity,This phenomenon is further
exacerbated by the absence or weakness of effective institutional
guidance, which would otherwise help regulate digital reading behaviors
and reorient them toward critical, value-based understanding, Herein
lies the pivotal role of educational and religious institutions, which

traditionally function as core structures in the formation of intellectual
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and moral awareness, Their capacity for guidance, orientation, and
cultural cultivation places them at the forefront of efforts to confront the
growing disorder in digital reading practices,This research aims to
explore and evaluate the effectiveness of educational and religious
guidance in steering digital reading patterns, particularly among youth. It
seeks to identify the efforts made by schools, universities, and religious
organizations to promote critical digital literacy and assess their impact
on reader behavior, Employing a descriptive—analytical methodology, the
study incorporates both field—based data (surveys and interviews with
university students and religious educators) and theoretical analysis (of
institutional discourse and awareness campaigns)Findings reveal a
significant gap between the challenges posed by the digital environment
and the level of institutional response, While various programs and
initiatives have been launched, they often lack strategic coordination,
continuity, and technical integration. Moreover, educational curricula
remain overly focused on traditional reading methods and rote learning,
without adequately developing the skills required for critical engagement
with digital content,This gap has contributed to the spread of
phenomena such as digital addiction, information overload, shallow
understanding, and cultural detachment, all of which directly impact the
quality of learning and cultural identity formation, Therefore, the study
underscores the need for a comprehensive and coordinated intervention
strategy, combining pedagogical and religious frameworks, to empower
digital readers with critical thinking tools and moral discernment.
Keywords: Digital reading, educational guidance, religious
guidance, digital environment, digital youth, reading awareness.
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