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The Impact of Climate Change on Migration to Urban Centers in Al-Qadisiyah

Governorate

Prof. Dr. raad A. Mohammed

Department of Geography | College of Arts / Al-Qadisiyah University
Abstract

This study examines the impact of climate change and water scarcity on migration
patterns from rural to urban areas in Al-Qadisiyah Governorate, one of the agricultural
governorates in the Middle Euphrates region. The study employs a theoretical framework
linking climate change to economic and social determinants within the context of environmental
threats, emphasizing that water scarcity is the primary driver of environmental displacement.
The findings indicate that the droughts of 2023-2024 marked the peak of internal migration,
necessitating the adoption of a realistic policy package to reduce the incentives for rural-to-
urban migration by improving water management, increasing irrigation efficiency, and enhancing

the readiness of cities to receive migrants.
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The study's significance also lies in analyzing the relationship between climatic
pressures and the resulting social transformations, and in understanding the mechanisms of
rural-to—urban migration within a fragile environmental context that relies on agriculture as a

primary source of economic life. Keywords: Climate migration, climate change, drought.

Keywords: Climate migration, climate change, drought.
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