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Turkiye's Policy towards the PKK (1999-2009) and its Repercussions
on the Kurdish Issue
Dr. Riyadh Ahmed Younis Al-Jarjari

Abstract

The Kurdish issue in Turkey has received considerable attention from writers
and researchers since the late twentieth century, due to the armed conflict that
accompanied it in the Kurdish regions in the southeast of the country. The
conflict even extended geographically to include areas bordering Turkey,
affecting its relations with neighboring countries. The conflict did not stop after
the arrest of the leader of the Kurdistan Workers' Party (PKK), Abdullah Ocalan,
but rather took another direction, as the Kurdish issue spread to a wider scope to
include European countries, and this left a negative impact on Turkey. Despite
the Justice and Development Party taking power in 2002, the methods and
policies towards this issue varied. Sometimes the ruling party uses the method of
negotiations with the PKK elements based on the principle of Islamic
brotherhood, and other times the Erdogan government resorts to the military
option in dealing with the Kurdish issue inside and outside Turkey.

Keywords: Tirkiye, Kurdish issue, Kurdistan Workers' Party.
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