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The Reform and Development of the Futuwwa System during the Caliphate of
Al-Nasir li-Din Allah, from the Perspective of the Orientalist Wolfram
Sima Faisal Mohammed Al-Rahim
University of Mosul / College of Arts / Department of History

Abstract

The German Orientalist Wolfram Drews examined the Futuwwa system as part of
his study, "Reflections on a Comparative History of Institutions in the Middle
Ages." This work includes several research papers, one of which focuses on the
reform of Futuwwa by the Abbasid Caliph Al-Nasir li-Din Allah. The goal of this
study was to compare a Christian example with an Islamic one, specifically the
Futuwwa system and European chivalry. It also aimed to understand the
institutional mechanisms available to rulers in the late Middle Ages to consolidate
their position within the fabric of different social groups. This study included an
analysis of Caliph Al-Nasir li-Din Allah's project (575-622 AH / 1179-1225 AD)
to use the Futuwwa system as a tool to re-establish the authority of the Abbasid
Caliphate in a turbulent political and social context. It focuses on how Futuwwa
transformed from a popular social organization into an administrative institution
serving political ends at a time when the caliphs' authority was limited to the
symbolic dimension. Wolfram Drews' study defined the Futuwwa system and the
meaning of the word fata linguistically and technically. It also provided a historical
overview of the development of Futuwwa during Al-Nasir li-Din Allah's caliphate,
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its transformation into a centralized tool of power in a general decree in 604 AH /
1207 AD, and the formation of the organizational structure of Futuwwa. This
structure included its hierarchy and the stages of an individual's acceptance into
Futuwwa: probation, a special dress, and drinking from a cup. The study also
highlighted the religious and Sufi dimensions of Futuwwa and the similarities
between the Futuwwa system and European chivalry.

Keywords: Futuwwa, Wolfram, al-Nasir, al-Abbasi, youth
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% Wolfram Drews, The Unknown Neighbour :The Jew in the Thought of Isidore of Seville, THE
Medieval Mediterranean Peoples, Economies and Cultures 400-1500, Brill,Leiden ¢ Boston,
printed in the Netherlands, 2006, Vol59,p.p.7-337
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Wien, 2014, p.p. 243-263
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Herrschaftsformen der VVormoderne in transkultureller Perspektive, Herausgegeben von Michael
Borgolte und Wolfgang Huschner, Printed in Germany, Walter de Gruyter GmbH,
Berlin/Boston,2015, Band 26,p.p.1-413

8 Wolfram Drews, Christian Scholl, Transkulturelle Verflechtungsprozesse in der
Vormoderne,Das Mittelalter. Perspektiven mediévistischer Forschung,drucken De Gruyter «
Berlin/Boston,2016,Band 3, p.p.1-2

® Wolfram Drews, Ideologiay acceso al trono en época carolingia, Elacceso al trono:
concepciény ritualizacion , Departamento de Cultura,Deporte y Juventud Nafarroako Gobernua
Gobierno de Navarra, Actas de la xLIll Semana de Estudios Medievales de Estella-Lizarra. 19al
22de julio de xLIIl Semana,2016 , p.p. 37-62

19 Wolfram Drews, Der Dortmunder Totenbund Heinrichs 11. und die Reform der futuwwa durch
den Bagdader Kalifen al-Nasir, Uberlegungen zu einer Vergleichenden Geschichte
Mittelalterlicher Institutionen, Frihmittelalterliche Studien, Vol. 50, 2016,p.p.163-230

1 Wolfram Drews, Einleitung. Interaktionen von Herrschern und Eliten in Imperialen
Ordnungen des Mittelalters, Das Mittelalter Perspektiven Medidvistischer Forschung , Publiziert
von Walter de Gruyter GmbH, Berlin/Boston,2018, Band 8,p.p. 1-22
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p.p.311-325
13 Zeitschrift des Mediavistenverbandes Perspektiven mediavistischer Forschung
Mediévistik Positionen, Strategien, Visionen, Herausgegeben von Wolfram Drews,Matthias
Miiller,Regina Toepfer, Heidelberg University Publishing,2021,p.p.6-299
% Wolfram Drews , Matthias Miiller, Regina Toepfer, Mittelalterforschung als gesellschaftliche
und interdisziplindre Herausforderung Zukunftsper spektiven des Mediévisten verbandes — mit
einem Ruckblick auf seine Geschichte,p.p.3-10
1> Wolfram Drews , Michael Griinbart ,Klaus Oschema,Verbundforschung und die Zukunft der
Medidvistik,p.p.118-134

Ingrid Baumgértner , Philippe Depreux, Wolfram Drews , Klaus Oschema,
Geschichtswissenschaft,p.p. 158-164
7 Wolfram Drews:« Michael Griinbart, Klaus Oschema, Verbundforschung und die Zukunft der
Medidvistik, Heidelberg University Publishing, 2021, p.p. 118-134
'8 Wolfram Drews, Religion as a Function of Social Circumstances?, Moments of Religious Co-
Production in Judaism, Christianity, and Islam — Past and Present, Switzerl, June 26 th-28 th
2023, p.p.204-214
1 Wolfram Drews, Contesting Religious Truth. Argumentations strategien in religiosen
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