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Granada in the Studies of Spanish and French Orientalists: A Quantitative
Comparative Study
Assistant Lecturer Duha tariq Mahmoud Ali
University of Mosul / College of Education for Humanities / Department of
History

Abstract

Granada is considered one of the most prominent strongholds of Arab-Islamic
civilization, reaching its peak under the rule of the Nasrids. The city
encompassed distinctive architectural and cultural landmarks, most notably the
Alhambra Palace. Today, it stands as a model of civilizational and historical
diversity and as a testament to the interaction among cultures, particularly
Muslims, Jews, and Christians. This unique position attracted the attention of
Spanish and French Orientalists, who devoted significant efforts to its study.
They published a total of 115 works, of which Spanish scholars accounted for
90, while their French counterparts produced only 25.These studies covered a
wide range of topics concerning the city, particularly political, artistic, religious,
urban, and social aspects. Political history occupied the foremost position in
Orientalist research, followed by urban studies, especially those focused on the
Alhambra, which is regarded as a unique Andalusian monument in Granada.
Among the Spanish Orientalists, Seco de Lucena emerged as the most prolific
contributor, with 33 works in this field. Meanwhile, the French Orientalist Lévi-
Provencal distinguished himself with seven publications, surpassing his French
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peers. These figures clearly demonstrate the dominance of Spanish scholars over
their French counterparts in the study of the Andalusian city of Granada.

Keywords: Granada, Orientalists, Spain, French, Alhambra
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