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The Sulayhid State: A Historical Study of its Origins, the Construction of
its Political Authority, and its Development until its Collapse
A.L. Hussein Samir Al-Kinani
Directorate of Education of Dhi Qar — Al-Rifai Education Department

the most prominent polities to emerge in Yemen during the fifth Islamic century.
It was founded by ‘Al ibn Muhammad al-Sulayhi, who relied on the Ismaili
da‘wa associated with the Fatimid Caliphate in Cairo. The state arose amid
turbulent social and political conditions, which enabled al-Sulayhi to unify wide
regions of Yemen and establish a strong central authority. The relationship
between the Sulayhids and the Fatimids constituted a pivotal element in the
state’s history; the Sulayhids depended on spiritual and political support from
the Fatimid center in return for acknowledging the religious authority of the
Fatimid Caliphate. This relationship remained strong during the height of
Sulayhid power, but it weakened as internal conflicts intensified and Fatimid
influence declined. The Sulayhid state gradually disintegrated following the
deaths of its leading figures and the escalation of internal divisions, ultimately
leading to its collapse and the rise of new local powers in Yemen.

Keywords: Sulayhid State, Yemen, Ali ibn Muhammad Al-Sulayhi, Fatimids
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