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Abstract:

This study represents a scientific attempt to understand
and analyze a complex and highly influential phenomenon in
society — the spread of rumors on social media platforms and
their impact on political decision—-making. The research was
conducted through a field study targeting a sample of social
media users in the city of Al-Nasiriyah. The researcher adopted
the quantitative survey method, using a questionnaire as the
main tool for data collection. The study sample consisted of 400
respondents from the public in Al-Nasiriyah.

The findings revealed a widespread reliance on social
media platforms as a primary source of information, particularly
for news, with 68% of respondents indicating such dependence.
This confirms the significant influence of digital platforms on
political decision—-making and the formation of political
awareness. The results also indicated that rumors circulating
on social media affect individuals’ political behavior, as 52% of
respondents stated that shared news influences their decisions
regarding political participation, while 63% believed that rumors
may sometimes lead to extreme or irrational attitudes.

Moreover, the study found that Facebook is the most
prominent platform for spreading rumors, cited by 49% of
respondents, highlighting its active presence in the digital

landscape of Al-Nasiriyah. The results further showed that
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rumors not only alter opinions but also contribute to political
confusion, reduce individuals’ trust in the political process and
electoral participation, and create instability in attitudes toward
certain political figures or parties.
Key words: Rumors, Social Media sites, Political
Decision.
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