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ABSTRACT:

This research addresses the topic of the sanctity of public funds in light of the Prophetic Sunnah and
Islamic Sharia, as it is one of the fundamental issues that touch on the essence of justice and public rights
in Islam. Islamic law emphasizes the necessity of safeguarding public wealth and strictly prohibits any
form of transgression against it, considering it a form of ghulul (embezzlement), for which severe
warnings have been mentioned in both the Qur’an and the Sunnah. The study focuses on clarifying the
concept of public funds, distinguishing them from private property, and highlighting their importance in
ensuring state stability and achieving the welfare of society. It also examines Prophetic texts and
statements of the Companions that emphasize the inviolability of Muslims’ wealth, particularly state-
owned assets, where negligence in their protection is considered a breach of trust. The research also
discusses the Sharia-prescribed penalties for transgressing public funds, and the individual and societal
consequences of such violations. It shows how Islamic law established strong safeguards to protect public
wealth—through deterrent warnings, as well as through mechanisms of accountability and oversight. The
study concludes that the Prophetic Sunnah complements the Holy Qur’an in stressing the sanctity of
public funds, and that preserving them is one of the higher objectives (maqasid) of Islamic law, given its
vital role in maintaining public order, promoting justice, and preventing financial and administrative
corruption.
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