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Abstract:

Following the 2003 invasion ,Iraq underwent a radical transformation characterized by the
collapse of the central state and the emergence of a political system based on sectarian quotas and
sub-identities. This shift led to weakened state institutions, their intersection with "non-state"” forces
(militias and informal interest networks), and the spread of institutional corruption and clientelism .
These factors created a fertile environment for the proliferation of the black economy as a
mechanism for survival and illicit wealth accumulation, thereby deepening class inequality and
threatening the country's social and political stability. This research aims to analyze this complex
relationship and provide recommendations for addressing it.
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