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Pharaoh of Moses: Between Truth and Legend, A Study in
Religious Texts and Archaeological Facts and its use in History
Teaching Methods

L K K al-Salmani ]

College of Education for Girls, University of Iraqg, Baghdad, Iraq
Abstract

This research explores the historical identity of Pharaoh of Moses (peace be upon him), analyzing his figure

between historical reality and myth through a comparative study of religious texts—particularly the Holy
Qur’an—alongside the Torah and archaeological evidence. The study focuses on distinguishing between the
Pharaoh of Oppression and the Pharaoh of the Exodus by linking historical events to the period when the Israelites
entered Egypt during the Hyksos era and tracing the evolution of royal titles in ancient Egypt.
The findings reveal that the Qur’an presents a highly accurate historical depiction, using the title “King” for the
ruler contemporary with Prophet Joseph (peace be upon him) and “Pharaoh” for the ruler who confronted Moses.
This demonstrates linguistic and historical precision that surpasses the accounts found in the Torah. Furthermore,
the study concludes that the term “Pharaoh” is most likely a proper name for a specific ruler rather than a general
royal title, supported by linguistic, Qur’anic, and archaeological evidence.
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This research affirms that determining the true identity of Pharaoh requires integrating religious texts with
archaeological analysis, positioning the Qur’an as a reliable source for correcting distorted historical narratives.
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