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The transformations that took place following the First and Second World Wars,
together with the establishment of the United Nations as an international
organization, constituted a turning point in international relations. The UN
Imposed upon all States the obligation to settle their disputes through peaceful
means, refraining from the use of force, in order to achieve international peace
and security. To this end, several mechanisms were established, among which is
international adjudication, embodied in the International Court of Justice (ICJ),
founded under the Charter of the United Nations in 1945 and headquartered in
The Hague. The ICJ replaced the Permanent Court of International Justice and is
regarded as one of the most prominent peaceful means for the settlement of
disputes between States.

The Court plays a central role in maintaining international peace and security by
adjudicating legal disputes between States and providing advisory opinions on
legal questions referred to it by UN organs and specialized agencies. The ICJ thus
represents one of the peaceful mechanisms for the settlement of international
disputes, alongside other means such as arbitration and mediation. Each of these
mechanisms, however, possesses both advantages and disadvantages.

Mediation, for instance, is characterized by flexibility and rapidity, yet its major
drawback lies in the non-binding nature of the mediator’s proposals, which
depend entirely on the consent of the disputing parties. Similarly, arbitration
allows the parties full freedom to choose the arbitral body before which they
appear and to select one or more arbitrators, with the arbitral award being binding
upon them. Nevertheless, despite its binding force, arbitral decisions are not
enforceable by coercive means; their implementation depends on the willingness
of the State against which the award is rendered, due to the absence of a
supranational authority empowered to enforce arbitral awards in the sphere of
international relations.

As for the International Court of Justice, one of its key advantages lies in the
binding nature of its judgments upon the disputing parties. However, its
procedures are relatively lengthy and subject to various legal, practical, and
political challenges that may hinder its functioning and the enforcement of its
decisions. It must be emphasized that, in an increasingly interconnected world
facing transnational challenges, the International Court of Justice remains the
foremost mechanism for upholding an international order founded on law rather
than on force, and on justice rather than transient interests. Therefore, as
researchers and academics, it is incumbent upon us to highlight the Court’s vital
role in the peaceful settlement of international disputes while also shedding light
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on the obstacles that undermine its impartiality—particularly the considerable
political pressures exerted by certain States seeking to influence its judgments
and decisions in pursuit of their own interests
DR
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