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Abstract

The critical review article is an in—depth discussion of the Arthur Miller s
All My Sons, which highlights on the key themes, character interactions,
and social criticism. This paper will explore how Miller is dismantling the
conventional American Dream to reveal the moral hypocrisy and fatal
implications of a capitalistic, profit driven society where gross income, as
opposed to human decency, is the most valued. Applying a twofold
method of thematic analysis and the thorough analysis of characters, the
study analyzed how the play portrays ethical compromise and generational

conflict within the Keller household. Moreover, the review takes into
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Exploring Themes, Characters, and Social Criticism in Arthur Miller’s
All My Sons: A Comprehensive, In-Depth Analysis

account the bigger picture of these elements in the narrative, claiming that

the story by Miller is both a criticism of American capitalism after World

War Il and an ageless criticism of the spirit of business and the role of the

community.

The methodology of the study is based on a combination of textual
analysis and the historical background and the overview of critical
perspectives to provide arguments. By exposing the connection between
the tragedy of individual lives and the disintegration of a social order, the
article exposes the reader to the fact that All My Sons is not merely a
family play, but an important statement on the values which define the
social order in the contemporary world. The findings indicate when pursuit
of economic success—stripped of ethical constraints—Ileads to personal
and societal ruin. Ultimately, this study invites further consideration of the

ethics of capitalism.

1. Introduction

Arthur Miller’s A/l My Sons is considered a classic of American theater,
esteemed for its penetrating moral investigation of a family torn apart by
millions of lost dollars and a wronged child [1]. Written at the conclusion
of World War Il, a period characterized by rapid industrial development,
evolving moral perspectives, and a blossoming belief in the American
Dream, the play provides a deep look at the paradoxes of American life

following the war [2].

In A/l My Sons, Miller both explores the American Dream and uses the
American Dream to critique the American Dream—a distinctive Millerian
approach—and the way it warps ethical values [3]. The story also
examines the pursuit of success and the moral consequences of ambition.

The play suggests that chasing wealth and personal gain frequently blinds
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people to the damage their choices cause others [4].

Through Joe Keller, Miller asks whether the promise of the American
Dream really justifies bending or breaking moral rules and shrugging off
responsibility to the wider community [5]. The Keller front yard—
dominated by the damaged tree, the fading lawn, and the lingering scent
of the dead airplanes—becomes more than scenery; it embodies Joe’s
dreams and his private refuge. Here he convinces himself that securing
his family’s comfort and protecting the factory’s name excuse the twisted
compromises he makes. Yet as neighbors begin to pry and old secrets
rise, that tidy space no longer shields him, and the fading tree becomes a

quiet alarm, warning that the very foundation he built is rotten [2].

By peeling back the murkier layers of the American Dream, Miller
undercuts the comforting idea that simple hard work will always lead to
riches and social rise [1]. The saga of the Keller family becomes a mirror
for the larger moral rot that sets in when profit is prized more than
principle. At its center stands Joe Keller, whose dubious business choices,
presented as acts of familial loyalty, set in motion a chain of personal and

public disasters [3].

This paper sets out to look at three major threads in A/ My Sons:

1. A deep disappointment with the American Dream and the ethical
void hidden beneath its polish.

2. The tangled dynamics of family ties and the private moral crises
they spark.

3. A sweeping critique of capitalism and the long scars it leaves

behind [4].

By unpacking the major themes, reading each character closely, and

placing the story against its early—forties backdrop, the study attempts a
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complete map of Miller’s drama [5]. In the process, Miller’s own goals are

reconsidered, and A/ My Sons is tied to present debates on corporate

responsibility and public ethics.

The chapters fall into distinct parts. Following these introductory
comments, a full literature review gathers the key voices critics have
raised in recent years. The methods section then lays out the tools and
angles used. After surveying the play’s broad social critique, later parts
move to detailed readings of individual characters and to a wide sweep of

themes. The final chapter brings all those threads together.

2. Literature Review

What audiences and scholars think of A/ My Sons has changed
significantly since its premiere, as has the culture at large, and scholarship
in particular [1]. The play was praised by early critics as a powerful drama
with a moving image of post-war disillusionment [2]. The first focus of the
critics was Arthur Miller’s ability to intertwine a family tragedy within
greater social issues. However, over time, researchers have focused on
the moral dilemmas within the play and how personal decisions are

connected to the deterioration of common institutions [3].

Early criticism tended to focus on individual guilt and collective
responsibility in the play [4]. Scholars noted that the character of Joe
Keller represented a part of a community where morality was being
washed away by the currents of monetary stability — a society that
emphasized the importance of economic security more than moral values
[5]. Along with that, the generational conflict between Joe and his son
Chris was considered a metaphorical struggle between a long-standing

materialistic principle and an emerging moral concern [2].

g
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More recent scholarship has extended the analysis to place Al My Sons
in a global context [3]. Comparative studies have identified parallels
between Miller’s criticism of American capitalism and similar ideas found
in European theatre, emphasizing the universality of the moral issues on
display [1]. These discussions indicate that Miller does not make purely
nationalistic observations; rather, his work appeals to audiences who can
relate to the moral problems caused by rapid industrial transformation and

global capitalism [4].

Despite the abundance of available literature, there remains a need for a
comprehensive study that integrates these varying interpretations into a
coherent analysis [5]. The purpose of this paper is to fill that gap by
combining thematic, character, and socio—historical perspectives into a
unified framework. By doing so, it aims to demonstrate that A/ My Sons is
not merely a text of the past but an ever—evolving work that continues to

provoke critical reflection on the ethical nature of modern society [3].
3. Methodology
3.1 Close Textual Analysis

At the core of this study is a meticulous close reading of A/ My Sons. The

analysis involves the following stages [2]:
» Coding and Thematic Identification:

Important excerpts, recurring motifs, and noteworthy dialogues are
methodically categorized to identify prevailing concepts such as the
degradation of the American Dream, the burden of remorse, and the

transmission of ethical dilemmas across generations [3].
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* Narrative Techniques:

Significant attention is directed toward the play’s structural elements,
including the use of symbolism, dramatic irony, and techniques for building
tension [4]. This analysis highlights how Miller’s narrative style enhances
the central themes of the play. A/ My Sons reflects characteristics of
traditional Greek tragedy: an ordered existence amid chaos, the gradual
revelation of truth, and historical wrongdoings that continue to echo in

modern times [1].

The central conflict of the narrative revolves around Joe Keller and Ann
Deever. The tension rises with Ann’s arrival, as she brings with her the
truth about Larry’s fate [5]. This revelation gradually unfolds until the play
reaches its tragic conclusion, with Joe’s deceit serving as the catalyst for

the unraveling events [3].

Ann’s openness, along with her brother George’s remarks about their
father Steve, challenges Joe in every aspect [2]. Joe desires stability,
prosperity, health, and peace for his family. He hopes Chris will inherit the
business, wishes for Kate to overcome her obsessive grief, and seeks
resolution regarding Larry’s disappearance [4]. He also hopes Steve will
be released from prison and reinstated at the factory—not as a partner,
but as an employee. Ann’s arrival shatters all these hopes, symbolically
represented by the fallen tree on stage [1]. It is no coincidence that her

entrance coincides with the destruction of this crucial symbol.

* Character Interactions:

Through a detailed exploration of the dialogues and exchanges between
characters, the analysis uncovers the underlying forces that drive both

individual and collective tragedy [5]. Miller’s A/l My Sons serves as a
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model of effective dramatic construction. His wuse of realism,
foreshadowing, symbolism, irony, and moral conflict creates a powerful
and emotionally resonant narrative. The structure of the play—building
toward a climactic revelation and emotional catharsis—renders it a
compelling modern tragedy that scrutinizes American culture and moral

accountability [4].

3.2 Historical Contextualization

The study situates the play within the socio—political milieu of post—World

War Il America [1]. This includes:

* Archival Research:

By employing historical records, newspaper archives, and period
magazines, the study constructs a historical context that deepens the

understanding of the play’s moral and thematic concerns [2].

 Economic and Social Trends:

Examining the influence of rapid industrial growth and economic policy in
post-war America on public perceptions of success and morality [3]. This
historical perspective clarifies the broader societal dynamics that shape

the play’s world.

» Comparative Context:

Juxtaposing the conditions of post—-war America with contemporary social
and economic challenges to illustrate the enduring relevance of A/ My
Sons [4], [5]-

3. Theoretical Framework

The research is informed by a multidisciplinary theoretical framework that
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draws on the following perspectives [1]:

 Capitalist Critique:

Theories that examine the moral and ethical implications of capitalist
practices are applied to understand the economic motivations behind the

characters’ actions [2].

* Moral Philosophy:

Insights from moral philosophy and ethics help to explore the internal
conflicts experienced by the characters, particularly in relation to guilt,

responsibility, and justice [3].

* Generational Conflict:

The study incorporates sociological theories on generational change and
cultural transmission to interpret the tensions between Joe and Chris

Keller, as well as other family dynamics [4], [5].

4. Integrative Analysis

The results of the textual, historical, and theoretical assessments are
merged into a comprehensive approach [2]. This approach attempts to
form a cohesive argument that connects the individual elements of the
play to broader ideas of social collapse and moral decay [3].
By examining the relationship between personal suffering and larger
systemic failures, the analysis demonstrates how A/ My Sons serves as a

complex commentary on both past and present socio—economic systems

[11, [5].
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5. Thematic Analysis

This section explores the major themes of A/ My Sons. The discussion is
organized around several interdependent themes, each examined from

multiple perspectives [2].
5.1 The American Dream and Its Discontents
5.1.1 Historical Ideals vs. Modern Realities

The American Dream has long been promoted as the idea that anyone
can achieve success through determination and hard work [1]. This
concept was especially linked with financial freedom, independence, and
limitless opportunity during the early twentieth century. However, Arthur
Miller’s A/l My Sons presents the darker underside of this ideal and

reveals its inherent contradictions [2].

Joe Keller’s rise to prosperity initially embodies the American Dream. Yet
as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that his success is built upon a
foundation of ethically questionable choices [3]. The contrast between
Keller’s material wealth and the tragic consequences of his actions—
specifically the deaths of innocent pilots during the war—serves as a
sharp critique of the moral corruption embedded in the pursuit of success
[4].

This contradiction is further emphasized by the conflict between Chris
Keller and Joe Keller, which highlights shifting generational perceptions of

what true success means [5].

“You lay forty years into a business and they knock you out in five
minutes. What could | do? Let them take forty years—Ilet them take my
life away?' (All My Sons, Act Il)
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5.1.2 The Price of Prosperity

The analysis of A/ My Sons reveals that the relentless pursuit of the
American Dream carries severe moral and emotional costs [1]. Miller’s
narrative suggests that striving for financial success without ethical

grounding inevitably leads to personal and societal destruction [2].

The defective airplane parts that Joe knowingly authorizes to be shipped
in order to preserve his business can be interpreted as a metaphor for the
unseen sacrifices that accompany unethical ambition [3]. These losses are
not merely financial; they are moral, emotional, and social—tearing apart

the very foundation of the Keller family [4].

The theme of cost runs throughout the play, emphasizing that every rise in

wealth entails a corresponding loss of integrity and human dignity [5].

“I'm his father and he’s my son, and if there’s something bigger than that
I’ll put a bullet in my head!” (A// My Sons, Act Ill)

5.1.3 Societal Implications and Generational Shifts

Beyond the personal tragedy of Joe Keller, the play explores the broader
impact of a profit-driven culture [2]. The frustrations of the American
Dream are not presented as isolated events but rather as symptoms of a
greater systemic failure [4]. The opposition between Joe and Chris Keller
represents a generational shift—from an era of unquestioned economic
growth to one characterized by increasing ethical awareness and social

equity [3].

Chris’s rejection of his father’s materialistic legacy symbolizes a larger
cultural effort to redefine success in more humane terms []]. This

generational difference invites the audience to reflect on whether
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traditional measures of success retain significance in a world that is

rapidly transforming, both economically and morally [5].

5.2 Guilt, Responsibility, and Familial Legacy

5.2.1 The Burden of Unethical Choices

The central idea of Al My Sons revolves around the pervasive sense of
guilt that shapes the characters’ lives [1]. Joe Keller’s inner conflict
serves as a metaphor for the moral decay that emerges when individuals

sacrifice their ethical values for financial security [2].

The psychological repercussions of Joe’s unethical decisions extend

beyond himself, becoming a shared burden within the Keller family [3].

The recurring motifs of acceptance and rejection underscore the
significance of guilt in the narrative [4]. The characters are repeatedly
confronted with the consequences of their earlier choices—through

reflection, confrontation, and remorse [5].

The inevitability of facing one’s conscience operates as a persistent motif,
offering moral commentary on the destructive consequences of ethical

compromise [2].

5.2.2 The Intergenerational Transmission of Guilt

Guilt in A/ My Sons is not limited to Joe Keller; it profoundly influences
the next generation [1]. One of the play’s central struggles is Chris
Keller’s attempt to reconcile his personal ethics with the tainted legacy of

his father [3].

This transmission of guilt to subsequent generations is portrayed as a

complex psychological conflict that shapes identity and moral awareness
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[4]. Chris’s personal crisis represents not only a rejection of his father’s

actions but also a broader denunciation of a social system that justifies

immoral acts in the name of economic survival [5].

This dynamic opens the door for a deeper examination of accountability
within the family unit [1]. The inability to transcend the past functions as a
metaphor for society’s own struggle to confront historical wrongdoing—a
theme that resonates strongly with contemporary debates about

responsibility and atonement [3].

5.2.3 The Search for Redemption and Reconciliation

With guilt comes the inevitable question of forgiveness and the possibility
of moral redemption [2]. A/l My Sons does not offer explicit answers but
presents a multifaceted portrayal of individuals grappling with remorse and

the desire to make amends [1].

The narrative suggests that true reconciliation is achievable only through
honest self-awareness and mutual acknowledgment [3]. This process

demands both individual courage and collective empathy [5].

Miller depicts this journey of atonement as long and arduous, emphasizing
the moral complexity of human existence in a world permeated by

institutional injustice [4].

5.3 Symbolism and Moral Dichotomies

5.3.1 The Role of Physical Space and Setting

The physical space described by Miller in A/ My Sons is symbolic in itself
[1]. The Keller home, which initially appears as a site of familial unity and

prosperity, gradually transforms into an embodiment of the moral decay
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that afflicts the family [2].

This domestic space becomes a reflection of the family’s ethical
deterioration [3]. As the narrative unfolds, the boundaries between
outward success and inner corruption begin to blur [4]. The once-idyllic
home setting is redefined as the stage for a modern tragedy, underscoring

the inevitable downfall of a moral fagade built upon fragile foundations [5].
5.3.2 Objects as Symbols of Ethical Decay

Alongside the physical environment, Miller employs ordinary objects as
potent symbols that reinforce the play’s moral themes [1]. Everyday items
such as work papers, household tools, and fragments of broken airplane
parts function as tangible reminders of the ethical cost of material success
[2].

These symbols operate on multiple levels: they not only reflect historical
wrongdoing but also serve as metaphors for the ongoing erosion of moral
integrity [3]. By embedding symbolism within the mundane, Miller
underscores how the decay of values becomes intertwined with the
routines of daily life—illustrating that even the simplest aspects of

existence are touched by moral compromise [4].
5.3.3 Contrasting Worldviews and Moral Dichotomies

The play is structured around a series of moral oppositions that highlight
the contrasting worldviews of its central characters [1]. On one hand
stands Joe Keller, whose utilitarian justification for his actions reflects a
pragmatic acknowledgment of ethical complexity [3]. On the other hand
stands Chris Keller, who insists that moral integrity cannot be measured

by financial success alone [4].

These conflicting perspectives are not presented as simple right or wrong
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dichotomies but as complex moral positions that reveal the difficulty of

ethical decision—making within a capitalist framework [5].

This duality prompts readers and audiences alike to question the societal
values that justify the pursuit of profit at any cost and to reconsider the
possibility of redefining true success in more humane and ethical terms
[2].

6. Character Analysis

All the protagonists of the play are developed with remarkable
psychological depth, serving as a microcosm of the thematic conflicts
explored in A/l My Sons [1]. This section delves into the emotional drives,

moral motivations, and representative roles of the major characters [2].

6.1 Joe Keller: The Tragic Protagonist

Joe Keller stands at the center of the ethical and moral dilemmas revealed
throughout the story [3]. He is portrayed as a man of contradictions: on
one hand, a successful businessman and devoted father who provides for
his family; on the other, a deeply conflicted individual haunted by moral

confusion [4].

His decision to ship defective airplane parts during wartime—justified as a
necessary sacrifice for his family’s well-being—becomes the root of both

personal and communal tragedy [5].

Joe’s inner conflict oscillates between rationalization and guilt [1]. His
moral blindness is veiled by self-justification, grounded in a pragmatic
worldview [3]. Yet moments of self-reflection expose deep flaws in his

ethical reasoning [2].
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Joe Keller thus becomes not only a symbol of the destructive power of
capitalism but also an emblem of humanity’s capacity for self-deception
[4]. His downfall comments not only on a flawed system but also on the

personal cost of surrendering morality for material gain [5].
6.2 Chris Keller: The Idealistic Heir

Chris Keller functions as the moral conscience of the play, standing in
sharp contrast to his father [1]. His character embodies integrity,

transparency, and a yearning for redemption [3].

Confronted with the consequences of his father’s choices, Chris seeks to

forge a new moral path—one that values ethics over profit [5].

His internal conflict reflects both personal anguish and a generational
transformation, as post-war America begins to question the ethical void

behind material success [2].

The existential questions that guide Chris’s journey are profound: Can the
American Dream be redeemed through moral renewal? Can wealth

coexist with integrity? [3].

His quest for meaning, shown through his interactions with Ann Deever
and Joe, serves as a moral awakening for both his family and the

audience [4].

‘I know you’re no worse than most men, but | thought you were better. |

never saw you as a man. | saw you as my father.” (Al My Sons, Act Ill)

[1].
6.3 Ann Deever: Catalyst for Truth and Reconciliation

Ann Deever plays a vital role as the catalyst who bridges past guilt with
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present truth [2]. Her arrival at the Keller home initiates the unraveling of

buried secrets and suppressed emotions [3].

Through her interactions with the family, Ann forces them to confront the

moral compromises hidden behind the illusion of success [4].

She represents both the possibility of healing and the painful process

required to achieve it [1].

Her presence carries a tragic inevitability—she is both the bearer of truth
and a reminder of the cost of silence [3]. Through her, Miller examines the
power of memory and the necessity of confronting the past to build an

honest future [5].

“George, | know everything that he did. The court did not clear him. But
he’s my father too.” (Al My Sons, Act 1) [4].

6.4 Kate Keller: The Matriarch of Denial

As the emotional center of the family, Kate Keller represents the
devastating consequences of denial [2]. Her refusal to accept the truth
about her husband’s actions becomes a psychological defense
mechanism, protecting her from unbearable guilt but ultimately

perpetuating the family’s destruction [1].

Kate’s character offers a profound psychological study of self-deception
[3]. By clinging to comforting illusions, she unintentionally sustains the

moral decay that consumes her family [4].

Her struggle mirrors a broader social tendency to preserve comforting
myths rather than confront uncomfortable truths—a phenomenon deeply

rooted in post—war American culture and still resonant today [5].
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7. Social Criticism

7.1 Critique of Capitalist Ethics

At its core, All My Sons stands as a powerful indictment of capitalist ethics
that prioritize financial success over moral integrity [1]. Miller uses Joe
Keller’s actions as a lens to examine the broader failures of a profit—

driven society [2].

The play challenges the assumption that material prosperity is inherently
virtuous, exposing how the ruthless pursuit of profit leads to moral
collapse and social disintegration [3]. Through its depiction of business
ethics, personal justification, and human consequence, the play
demonstrates how capitalist ideology can erode the moral foundations

necessary for a just society [4].

Miller’s critique goes beyond individual greed; it reveals how the structural
mechanisms of capitalism create an environment where unethical behavior
becomes normalized [5]. Joe Keller’s decisions are thus symptoms of a
larger cultural malaise, where economic expediency outweighs human

dignity and collective responsibility [2].

The tragedy serves as a stark warning: when profit supersedes morality,
the resulting damage—to individuals, families, and communities—is both

profound and irreversible [1].

7.2 Historical and Contemporary Resonance

Written in 1947, All My Sons is firmly rooted in its historical moment yet
remains strikingly relevant today [3]. The play’s moral questions continue
to resonate with modern audiences as societies worldwide grapple with
issues of corporate responsibility, economic inequality, and social ethics
[5].
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By examining the play through both its post—-World War Il context and its

contemporary implications, one can see how Miller constructed a narrative

that tests the boundaries of personal and social morality [2].

The enduring relevance of A/l My Sons lies in its challenge to confront the

same ethical dilemmas that persist in our modern age of profit, ambition,

and self-interest [1].
8. Historical Context of A// My Sons

Arthur Miller wrote A/l My Sons at the end of World War Il, during a period
of economic expansion and moral self-examination in the United States
[1]. The creation of the play was inspired by a real-life controversy
involving the production of faulty aircraft parts during the war, which led to

the deaths of several American aviators [2].
8.1 Post—-World War Il America

The rise of consumer culture and rapid economic growth in the late 1940s
transformed American life as the United States emerged as a global
superpower [3]. However, questions surrounding moral responsibility in

the face of war and profit remained unresolved [4].

Returning veterans struggled to readjust to civilian life after their military
service, leading to social tensions, ideological divisions, and generational
conflicts [5]. This tension forms a significant part of the moral landscape

reflected in A/ My Sons [2].
8.2 Real-Life Inspiration for A// My Sons

Miller was influenced by a scandal involving the Wright Aeronautical
Corporation and its dealings with government officials to deliver military

aircraft engines known to be faulty (1944) [1]. This real incident parallels
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the central plot of A/ My Sons, in which Joe Keller knowingly ships

defective airplane parts, resulting in the deaths of twenty—one pilots [3].

Like the real-world examples of wartime corruption, the play exposes the
moral compromises made in the name of financial gain and national

interest [3].

8.3 Contemporary Resonance of A// My Sons

Although written in the 1940s, A/ My Sons remains deeply relevant today
[2]. Issues of corporate greed, moral accountability, familial conflict, and

the cost of deception continue to resonate with modern audiences [4].

A. Corporate Ethics and Accountability

Miller’s critique of profit—driven behavior within the wartime industry
echoes contemporary concerns about corporate malpractice and
irresponsibility [3]. Sectors such as defense contracting, technology, and
pharmaceuticals continue to face ethical scrutiny for prioritizing profit over

human welfare [1].

The ethical issues presented in A/ My Sons are reflected in modern crises
such as the 2008 financial recession, environmental disasters, and

exploitative business practices [2].

8.4 Timeless Themes and Miller’s Narrative Technique

All My Sons continues to impact audiences of every generation due to

Miller’s ability to merge historical realism with universal moral concerns[1].

A. Tragic Structure and Moral Dilemmas

The play functions as a modern tragedy in which Joe Keller’s ethical flaws

lead to his inevitable downfall [2]. This structure enables the audience to
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identify emotionally with his character, turning his demise into a powerful

moral lesson [3].

B. The Role of Truth and Deception

Themes of self-deception, hidden truth, and the tragic outcomes of lies
form the moral backbone of A/ My Sons [4]. These issues remain highly
relevant in an era of misinformation, media manipulation, and institutional

dishonesty [5].

C. Miller’s Critique of American Society

The play illuminates the darker sides of American capitalism and its
effects on both individuals and families [1]. Miller challenges the still-
contentious idea that immoral behavior can be justified by economic
success—a debate that continues in modern discussions about corporate

power, justice, and accountability [2].

Whether addressing corporate misconduct, generational divisions, or the
disillusionment of the American Dream, Arthur Miller’s A/l My Sons
remains a timeless masterpiece [3]. Its profound exploration of history,
morality, and human responsibility ensures its continuing relevance across

eras [5].

9. Structural Failures and Collective Consequences

All My Sons is not merely the tragedy of a single family; it is the tragedy
of an entire social system [1]. The play demonstrates how decisions made
within the confines of a family business can ripple outward, destabilizing

communities and undermining trust [2].

By illustrating how the Keller family collapses under the weight of moral
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corruption, Miller presents a compelling argument for collective moral
responsibility [3]. Society’s failure to hold individuals and institutions
accountable for unethical behavior perpetuates moral decay, allowing

corruption to spread unchecked [4].

This perspective aligns with post-war critiques of industrial ethics and
parallels modern corporate scandals [5]. The lesson remains clear: any
system that elevates profit above ethical values is inherently unsustainable

and destined to self-destruct [2].

10. Discussion and Conclusion

10.1 Synthesis of Findings

The analysis presented in this paper demonstrates that A/ My Sons is a
multifaceted work that seamlessly combines personal tragedy with a

profound critique of capitalist culture [1].

As the thematic exploration indicates, the American Dream—when
pursued without ethical foundations—becomes hollow and ultimately

destructive, inflicting suffering on individuals and society alike [2].

Through its treatment of guilt, responsibility, and the symbolic use of
physical space and objects, the study highlights the contradictions of a

system that rewards moral compromise [3].

The generational conflict, embodied by Joe and Chris Keller, reflects
divergent definitions of success: Joe’s pragmatic yet ethically flawed

vision contrasts sharply with Chris’s idealism and moral clarity [4].

The tragic influence of Ann Deever and the persistent denial of Kate Keller
together form a vivid portrayal of a family—and by extension, a society—

torn between ambition and morality [5]
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Miller’s work thus becomes both a domestic tragedy and a universal

meditation on ethical decay in times of prosperity [1].

10.2 Implications for Future Research

The findings of this study open several promising avenues for future
scholarship [2]. Comparative research may be conducted between A/ My
Sons and other mid-twentieth—century works that address similar

intersections of business ethics, familial duty, and social responsibility [3].

Interdisciplinary studies that integrate literary analysis with sociology,
moral philosophy, and business ethics could further illuminate the
continued relevance of Miller’s critique within today’s globalized economic

systems [4].

In particular, examining how corporate decision—making affects communal

well-being would extend the theoretical implications of this analysis [5].

Additionally, future research might explore the narrative role of minor
characters and Miller’s dramatic techniques in heightening the emotional

and ethical dimensions of his critique [1].

Such investigations could yield a deeper understanding of how A/ My
Sons achieves its powerful synthesis of structure and substance—

transforming moral discourse into dramatic art [2].

10.3 Final Reflections

Ultimately, Arthur Miller’s A/l My Sons remains a timeless work that
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encapsulates the moral complexities of its era while continuing to resonate

within the ethical dilemmas of modern society [3].

The play’s unsparing examination of the American Dream—and of the
moral void often produced by capitalist ambition—serves as a lasting

reminder of the human costs of unchecked success [4].

Through a narrative rich in symbolism, emotional depth, and dramatic
tension, Miller challenges audiences to reconsider the true meaning of
success and to recognize that material achievement must be tempered by

moral accountability [5].

This study has sought to offer an integrated reading of the play’s themes,
character dynamics, and social critique, demonstrating that A/ My Sons

transcends its historical moment [2].

It is not merely a reflection of postwar disillusionment but a living text that
continues to confront enduring questions of morality, responsibility, and

justice [1].

As contemporary capitalism evolves and new ethical challenges emerge,
Miller’s vision urges us to reexamine the moral consequences of our
choices—both personal and collective—and to strive toward a balance

between ambition and integrity [3].
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