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Urban planning of the Sheikh Omar neighborhood in Mosul during the
Abbasid era
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Abstract:
The Sheikh Omar neighborhood is one of the neighborhoods of the old city of
Mosul, occupying a strategically important location. This neighborhood
encompasses a large part of the lower suburb extending from the southeast to the
far southwest. It lies between three other neighborhoods: Bab Lakash, Bab al-
Jadid, and Bab al-Tub. Historical records indicate that the neighborhood's
formation dates back to the mid-Abbasid period, during the Atabeg era,
specifically between 521 and 656 AH. The neighborhood's name, its history, and
its expansion are attributed to the ascetic Sheikh, Imam, Mu'in al-Din Abu Hafs
Omar ibn Muhammad ibn Khidr al-Mawsili, known as al-Mulla', a client of the
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Atabeg Sultan Nur al-Din Mahmud Zangi. He became known as al-Mulla' after
overseeing the construction of the Great Mosque of al-Nuri, commissioned by
Sultan Nur al-Din Mahmud Zangi in 566 AH (1170 CE). He personally filled
the plaster kilns to ensure the mosque's completion. It is reported that Sheikh
Omar al-Mulla' passed away during the Atabeg period in 566 AH (1170 CE).
(570 AH/1174 AD) His burial was attended by the dignitaries and notables of
Mosul, the sultans of the Banu Atabeg dynasty, and its princes. He was buried in
the shrine of al-Sharif near his old mosque, adjacent to his religious school. His
grave, visible from the city wall, is visited and blessed, may God be pleased
with him. He was known as the Sheikh of Mosul and its jurist, and was
described as a righteous man, a learned and devout scholar, a devout ascetic, a
jurist with considerable influence, and a regular attendee at the gatherings of the
Banu Atabeg sultans. The Banu Atabeg princes would sit with the Sheikh and
follow his example, to the point that it was said one of them would not make any
decision in Mosul without first informing the Sheikh. Sheikh Omar was also
known as Omar al-Mawla, because he oversaw the affairs of the Great Nuri
Mosque after its completion, leading prayers there and teaching in its schools.
Thus, his name became synonymous with the neighborhood, which became
known as the Sheikh Omar Quarter. The Sheikh Omar Quarter occupies a large
area of approximately 132,813 square meters, representing about 3.5% of the
total area of the old city of Mosul. The Sheikh Omar Quarter is considered one
of the diverse neighborhoods. The city was built on a foundation that included
many administrative, governmental, residential, religious, educational, service,
and commercial buildings. Most of its alleys and branching streets were used for
various commercial and craft purposes, and they remain inhabited to this day..
Keywords: Sheikh Omar Neighborhood, Archaeological Remains, Mosul,
Mosques, Shrines, Churches, Role of Government
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