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The principle of legitimacy in the Latin and
Anglo-Saxon systems

Prof.Dr. Bassair Ali Mohammed®
Assist.Lect. Sarah Khaled mohammed©”

Abstract

In the field of criminal law, it is not possible to criminalize an act or
impose a penalty on an act without the existence of a legal text that specifies
this. From this standpoint, it was necessary to find the principle of legality,
which results in legislation being the sole source of penal law and it is not
possible to resort to analogy in criminalization and punishment, nor can these
texts be applied retroactively. Legal systems differed among themselves in
formulating the principle of legality according to their circumstances, It has
been gradually adopted until it became a global principle. However, we do
not find this principle enshrined in a single law, but rather in the form of
separate laws, while in other countries it is defined in the penal code, and all
crimes and penalties are clearly and consistently defined.

Keywords: principle of legality, Latin system, Anglo-Saxon system,
legislation.
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