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Title:
The Symbolism of Wine in the Poetry of Al-Harith Ibn Badr Al-Ghatafani
Keywords: Symbolism, Wine, Al-Ghatafani

Abstract:

This paper, entitled “The Symbolism of Wine in the Poetry of Al-Harith lbn
Badr Al-Ghatafani,” explores the aesthetic and symbolic dimensions of
wine as portrayed in the poetic works of our featured poet, who wrote
during the early Islamic and Umayyad periods. The theme of wine
emerges as a recurring motif in his verse, rich with layered meaning and
expressive depth.

The study examines how the symbolism of wine reflects broader
sociocultural transformations of the time, highlighting the poet’s openness
to diverse influences, both pre-Islamic and Islamic. These cultural forces
shaped the symbolic framework of his poetry, particularly through the lens
of wine as a metaphor for inspiration, liberation, and artistic
transcendence.

The research traces the evolution of this motif within a complex semiotic
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structure, uncovering the poetic imagination behind the imagery. It
demonstrates how wine, beyond its literal meaning, becomes a powerful
vehicle for expressing internal emotional states and philosophical ideas.
Using a semiotic analytical approach, the study delves into three selected
poems in which wine plays a central symbolic role—revealing the poet’s
capacity for artistic innovation and his ability to blend cultural inheritance
with creative individuality.
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