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THE PREDICTION OF GROWTH TRAITSBY MILK
PRODUCTION AND LACTATION PERIOD IN HOLSTEIN
CATTLE IN MIDDLE OF IRAQ

W.J. Al-Khazraji* A.A. Al-Ani ** J. R. Ahmed**

ABSTRACT

The study included 10004 Holstein records (2400 cow) for milk
production, lactation period and growth traits ( Birth weight and gain from
birth to weining), over the period 2000 to 2003, at Al-Nasr Dairy Station, United
Livestock Co. Ltd. Al-Soweira (50 km south Baghdad) . The study was
conducted to estimate the regresson coefficient of growth traits on milk
production and lactation period after adjusted of the fixed effects.
The overall means of milk production ,(lactation period, birth weight, gain from
birth to weining and weining weight were 3782.81 kg, 307.18 day, 34.283 kg,
40.716 kg and 75.81 kg respectively. The season, year and parity effect on milk
production and lactation period were significant ( p< 0.01). The year effect on
birth weight was significant ( p<0.05 ), non-significant effect of season and
parity in birth weight and gain birth to weining.
Regression coefficients of daily gain on milk production and lactation period
was significant (p<0.05) 0.0079, 0.032 , but Regression coefficients of birth weight
and weining weight on milk production and lactation period were non-
significant.

* College of Agric. - Baghdad Univ.- Baghdad, Iraqg.
** State Board for Agric. Res— Ministry of Agric— Baghdad, Iraq
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