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The role of electronic journalism in enhancing legal

awareness regarding the crime of electronic extortion: a
survey study of a sample of Iraqi journalists.
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Abstract:
This study aims to examine the role of electronic journalism in enhancing
legal awareness regarding cyber extortion, through a survey conducted on
a sample of 60 Iraqi journalists selected randomly from electronic media
outlets. The research adopts a quantitative descriptive-analytical
approach, using an electronic questionnaire as the primary data collection
tool. The instrument's validity and reliability were confirmed, with a
Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient of (o = 0.87). The findings indicate that
85% of journalists possess sufficient knowledge about cyber extortion,
and 97.1% recognize its serious psychological and social impacts,
reflecting a high level of awareness. Moreover, results show that
electronic journalism plays a proactive role in legal awareness, with an
average score of 3.70 on this role, and 88.3% of respondents affirming
that their coverage helps raise public awareness and encourages victims to
report incidents. However, the study reveals a perceived inadequacy in
current legislation, as 70.6% of participants believe existing laws are
insufficient. Furthermore, 98.3% emphasized the urgent need for legal
training for journalists, highlighting a gap in specialized legal knowledge.
The independent t-test revealed statistically significant differences
between genders, with female journalists outperforming their male
counterparts in legal knowledge and journalistic coverage. The study
concludes that while electronic journalism is effective in raising
awareness, it requires stronger legal and technical support, as well as
institutional collaboration with judicial authorities. Key recommendations
include providing legal training for journalists, establishing legal units
within media organizations, and developing dedicated online platforms
for reporting cyber extortion cases.
Keywords:
Electronic journalism, cyber extortion, legal awareness, digital media,
cybercrimes, Iraqi journalists, legal education, Iraqi laws.
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The conceptual framework for the role of electronic journalism in
enhancing legal awareness regarding the crime of cyber extortion.
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Section Two: The concept of electronic journalism and its role in
promoting legal awareness.
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