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Military Spending in the Abbasid State
A.L. Shatha Ghalib Hassan Hamid
Wasit Education Directorate
SUMMARY:

This study examines the various aspects of expenditure on the military
institutions of the Abbasid state, as these institutions constituted a fundamental
pillar of state policy and stability. The Abbasid caliphs paid great attention to the
Diwan al-Jund, considering it the primary administrative body responsible for
organizing and securing the army. Military expenditures included monthly
salaries for soldiers, costs of armament such as horses and weapons, as well as
regular grants. The state also spent heavily on the construction of fortresses,
military camps, and garrisons, particularly in frontier regions facing the
Byzantines. These expenditures were financed through multiple sources,
including land tax (kharaj), poll tax (jizya), customs duties, and others. The
organization of the Diwan al-Jund played a significant role in regulating military
expenditures and accurately determining entitlements, reflecting the Abbasid
state’s financial policy and its full awareness of the army’s importance in
maintaining internal security and confronting external threats. Nevertheless, the
expansion of military spending at times led to the exhaustion of the state
treasury. Despite this, military expenditures remained a fundamental factor in
the strength of the Abbasid state, although they sometimes contributed to
recurring financial crises alongside administrative mismanagement.
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