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The Emergence and Development of the Kingdom of Meroe
Assist lect. Tabark Majid Jasem
Prof Dr. Iman Shamkhi Jaber
University of Basra - College of Arts
Abstract

This paper examines the development of the ancient city of Meroé
and its role as a major cultural center in the Kingdom of Kush.
Archaeological evidence suggests that Meroé was a royal settlement as
early as 800 BCE. Scholars differ on the timeline of the rise of the
Meroitic Kingdom, with some, like George Andrew Reisner, believing
the kingdom began in the 8th century BCE, while others, such as Adolf
Erman, argue that the capital shifted from Napata to Meroé in the 3rd

(pY - YO JodI 0936 — £ duall Y1 whoeall ) &usuyb ilialys Ao



[*:]

W shig (59 0 ASlan g gl

century BCE. While Napata served as a significant religious center,
Meroé evolved into the political capital during later periods.

The archaeological findings also reveal that Meroé was a prosperous
and developed region, where small cities such as Bagarawiya rapidly
expanded. The ruins of Meroé extend into areas like Kabushiya, where
temples and fortresses dating back to the reign of King Taharga have
been found, as well as an Amun temple believed to have been constructed
during the reign of King Aspelta. The study highlights the remarkable
cultural evolution of Meroé, starting from the “Early Historical Period” in
the 11th century BCE and reaching its peak during the “Classical Period.”

Furthermore, the evidence indicates that Meroé was a well-planned
city that included royal, religious, and residential areas, reflecting its role
as a key cultural and political center in the Kingdom of Kush.
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