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Abstract 

This analytical study examines the phenomenon of fannaqla (interpretive 

transposition) in Sūrat al-Zalzalah as employed by Imām al-Zamakhsharī, 

exploring how this dialectical device in his al-Kashshāf evolved into a 

rigorous linguistic method that bridges syntactic precision with rhetorical 

intent. The research focuses on analyzing the hypothetical questions posed by 

al-Zamakhsharī (“If you say… I reply…”) and how he utilized them to depict 

the terrors of the Day of Judgment and highlight the uniqueness of the 

“earthquake” of the Hour, distinguishing it from natural phenomena. The 

study also reveals the close interconnection between syntactic transpositions 

and al-Zamakhsharī’s theological orientations, particularly in his 

interpretation of verses concerning recompense and the weight of atoms. It 

affirms that the beauty of his exegesis lies in his ability to demonstrate the 

structural inimitability (iʿ jāz naẓmī) of the Qurʾān, where every linguistic 

choice serves a precise semantic function. Thus, Sūrat al-Zalzalah emerges as 

a practical model of the theory of “Grammar of Meanings,” overflowing with 

faith-based and rhetorical values 
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