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Austria's stance on the Hungarian Revolution of 1956
Dr. Tahseen Ali Hussein
General Directorate of Education in Basra

Abstract

In 1956, Hungary witnessed a revolution in which students and
workers participated against the pro-Soviet Communist Party and the
Soviet presence in their country. Austria was not far from the events of
that revolution, as it had only been independent for a year, after years
spent under Nazi German occupation (1938-1945), then the Allied
occupation (1945-1955) after their victory in World War Il over Germany
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and their division of Austria into four occupation zones between the four
major powers. Its land witnessed the Cold War struggle to control it, and
it was not able to gain its independence until 1955 under a treaty after
declaring neutrality. The Hungarian revolution came as a true test of the
neutrality of the newly independent young countries. Given the
geographical proximity and historical and social relations between the
Austrian and Hungarian peoples, it was not far from the events of the
revolution. Austria had good relations with the West and its inclusion in
the Marshall Plan, in addition to its strategic location in Europe between
the Western and Eastern camps. It was subjected to a fierce media war by
the Soviet Union and the Communist Bloc. Austria was accused of
violating neutrality, supporting the Hungarian revolutionaries, and
helping the United States and NATO penetrate Eastern Europe from
Austrian territory. Austria also faced another problem due to the
revolution: the influx of refugees into the country in numbers that
exceeded its capacity to absorb them. In addition, the issue of protecting
the Austrian borders by a newly formed army and a neutral state that had
only been independent for a year in the midst of the Cold War conflict
between the Western and Eastern blocs.
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