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Environmental sustainability of the Basra marshes: A field
study in Al-Qurna and Al-Madina

Assistant Lecturer Iman Raad Fattah
Abstract :

Sustaining the marshes is a key priority in the government's program, given their importance as a
tourist attraction, which can contribute to the country's foreign currency earnings. In addition, the
marshes contribute to the biodiversity of organisms that migrated from the region, especially before the

political regime change in 2003.

The research problem is the neglect suffered by the Iraqi marshes in general, and Basra Governorate in
particular. The importance of the research stems from the fact that the marshlands are an important
tourist attraction. The research aims to study the Basra marshes to boost the economy by attracting
foreign currency.

The researchers reached a set of conclusions and recommendations, the most prominent of which was
that the marshlands were subjected to drying processes that led to the migration of their inhabitants and
the death of most livestock. The most important recommendation was to connect the marshlands to the
city with modern, paved roads to facilitate tourist movement. Data from the Ministry of Planning was
used to demonstrate the importance of the marshes of Basra Governorate and their economic and social
potential through three interconnected dimensions: economic, social and environmental, each with
specific strategies that clarify its impact on the tourism sector and national income. The inductive
approach was used to study reality in detail in order to arrive, through logical analysis, at developments in
economic activity in the tourism sector and national income, and to identify the problems and obstacles
facing this sector.

Keywords:

Marshes, environmental sustainability, tourism, national income.
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