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The Potential of Urban Agriculture for Achieving Food Security in Iraqi
Cities: A Study of Erbil City
Assist Lect. Samah Ismail Najm
College of Basic Education

Al-Mustansiriyah University
™M

Gmail Ghassanjanah@gmail.com

Keywords:
Summary:

Urban agriculture has increasingly gained global attention as an effective
approach to enhancing local food security, particularly in cities experiencing rapid
population growth and accelerated urban expansion. In this context, this study aims
to analyze the role of urban agriculture in the city of Erbil as a strategic option that
contributes to strengthening local food security. The study employs a spatial
methodology based on Geographic Information Systems (GIS) to identify and
analyze unused rooftops and urban green areas, with the aim of assessing their
agricultural potential and their capacity to contribute to food production. It also
examines the potential environmental and social impacts of integrating urban
agriculture within the urban fabric of the city. The findings indicate that utilizing the
available spaces within Erbil can lead to a noticeable increase in food production,
enhance environmental sustainability, and support local economic activity, making
urban agriculture an important approach for achieving food security in the city,
especially in light of limited traditional agricultural lands and the expanding urban

footprint.
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