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Spatial Analysis of Land Use in the City of Al-Obaidi

Lect. Mahmood Akash Ahmed Al-Karbooli
College of Education — Al-Qaim

University of Anbar

Gmail mahmood.okash@uoanbar.edu.iq

Keywords: Land Uses, Residential City, Old Al-Obaidi
Summary:

The city of Al-Obaidi has evolved along two main trajectories. The first
emerged under historical and administrative influences, taking shape in a
spontaneous, rural-based pattern around the subdistrict center. Its origins go back to
Administrative Resolution No. (460) of 1974, which transformed the village of Al-
Obaidi into the administrative center of Al-Obaidi Subdistrict, tasked with
overseeing the subdistrict and its surrounding villages, the second trajectory was
driven by governmental intervention through urban planning. In the 1980s, a master
plan was introduced to establish the residential city of Al-Obaidi, primarily to
accommodate state employees, especially those working in industrial facilities such
as the phosphate and cement complexes. Over time, this planning initiative led to
the spatial integration of the old settlement with the newly planned city, a process
reinforced by granting residents ownership of the new housing units. As a result, Al-
Obaidi acquired a more urban character aligned with its geographical location,
within a comprehensive master plan that unified its old and new parts the process of
urbanization that has shaped its architectural, economic, and social profile. Such
characteristics have enabled the city to become a focal point of attraction and
growth over time, fostering migration and permanent settlement. This trajectory is
clearly illustrated in its demographic expansion: from a population of 358

inhabitants in the 1977 census to 2,546 inhabitants by 2024. In parallel with
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population growth, different forms of urban land use emerged, with residential
functions dominating (51%) of the total land use—a direct outcome of the

horizontal expansion that characterized the city and its neighboring areas.



