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Sectarianism in lrag during the reign of Abdul Salam Muhammad
Arif (1963-1966)
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University of Basra — College of Arts
Abstract

The problem of sectarianism is one of the most important problems
facing Iraqi society and threatened its civil and societal peace. It was used
by rulers and politicians to achieve their interests, especially during the
era of Abdul Salam Muhammad Arif (1963-1966), who was known for
his sectarian policy, as he fought the Shiites and their religious rituals and
worked to marginalize them. However, his policy was met with rejection
and denunciation by lragi society and was confronted by moderate
clerics, reformers, and Iraqi intellectuals. This rejection was expressed by
exploiting religious gatherings and occasions, establishing political
parties, and raising petitions demanding a change in this policy.
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