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Napoleon Bonaparte's Relationship with His First Wife and His
Close Ties with the Habsburg Family
Assist lect. Shahd Latif Al-Awnan
Prof. Dr. Mishal Mufreh Thahir
University of Basra - College of Arts

Abstract

Josephine de Beauharnais was the first wife of the French Emperor
Napoleon Bonapartec who was born on June 23¢< 1763. Josephine was
intelligent and beautiful< and Napoleon loved her and married her despite
his family’s opposition to his marriage to her. She was six years older
than him. She was a widow with two children. Napoleon married her in
1796 and lived with her the most beautiful and happiest days. After
Napoleon became emperor and his empire expanded« he began to desire
an heir to the French throne« because Josephine was unable to bear him
an heir. Napoleon decided to divorce her« especially after he had an
illegitimate son with one of his mistresses« which made him divorce her
and search for a wife from among the princesses of Europe. He proposed
to the Austrian princess¢ Princess Marie Louisec who was born on
December 12¢ 1791 in the Austrian capital. She is the eldest daughter of
the Holy Roman Emperor Francis Il (1792-1835). Her mother is Queen
Maria Theresa 1772-. The Austrian Foreign Minister Metternich sought
to marry her< and since Austria was known for ending its wars through
political family alliances< Napoleon Bonaparte asked them for a wife to
have an heir to the French throne after the Treaty of Schonbrunn. The
research aims to reveal the relationship between Napoleon and Josephine
and the reasons that led to the divorce and his search for another wife
from among the European princesses until he chose the Austrian princess
Marie Louise« the second wife of Emperor Napoleon« and what were the
factors that led to her marriage to him¢ relying on several French and
foreign sources in addition to Arab sources
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